
NORMAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION MINUTES 
CITY OF NORMAN 

 
July 26, 2021 

 
The Human Rights Commission of the City of Norman, Cleveland County, State of 
Oklahoma, met in the Municipal Complex located at 201 West Gray Street on July 26, 2021, 
at 5:30 p.m., and notice and agenda of the meeting were duly posted 24 hours prior to the 
beginning of the meeting. 
 
Item 1, being: ROLL CALL 
 
 PRESENT:   Commissioners Marjaneh Seirafi-Pour (Vice-Chair), 

Chris Nanny, Ellen Kraft, Christina Owen, Samuel 
Woodfork, Dr. Hairong Song 

 
 ABSENT:   Cathy Billings, Jackie Farley 
 
 STAFF PRESENT: Chief Diversity and Equity Officer Cinthya Allen, 

Assistant City Attorney Anthony Purinton, Legal Admin 
Tech Sarah Encinias 

 
 OTHERS: Ashley Morrison 
 
Item 2, being:  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MAY 24, 2021, HUMAN 
RIGHTS COMMISSION MEETING 
 
Commissioner Kraft motioned to approve the Minutes of the May 24, 2021, meeting and 
the motion was duly seconded by Commissioner Nanny.  Roll was called with the following 
results:  all approved, and none opposed.  The Minutes were approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Item 3, being:  INTRODUCTION OF NEW COMMISSIONER, DR. HAIRONG SONG 
 
Mr. Purinton briefly introduced new member, Dr. Hairong Song, and said a notice for one 
more vacancy should be posted soon. 
 
Item 4, being:  ELECTION OF CHAIR 
 
Commissioners held a vote for the position of Chair with the nominees being 
Commissioner Kraft and Commissioner Owen.  The vote ended in a tie with 
Commissioner Kraft conceding and Commissioner Owen announced as the new Chair. 
 
Item 5, being:  DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON APPROVAL OF BYLAWS 
 
Mr. Purinton said Commissioner Owen’s previously suggested changes were 
implemented.  Public comment section was updated in Section 9 to set a minimum time 
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to speak.  Commissioner Owen motioned to approve the Bylaws as proposed and the 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Seirafi-Pour.  Roll was called with the following 
results:  all approved, and none opposed.  The Bylaws were approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Item 6, being:  DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING CREATION OF 
A POC SUBCOMMITTEE OR RECOMMENDING CREATION OF A PERSON OF 
COLOR ADVISTORY COMMITTEE 
 
Commissioners discussed the steps needed in order to create a new group or subgroup 
of the HRC, and the particular issues this new group would address.  It was decided that 
Chair, Christina Owen, would draft a letter for review and final approval at a Special 
Meeting of the HRC.  The letter would then be submitted to City Council by Ms. Allen at 
the next Oversight meeting, serving as a formal recommendation to establish a new group 
and summarizing why it would be beneficial to the City and its residents.   
 
A motion was made to make the new group a stand-alone feature, as opposed to a 
subgroup of the HRC, and a vote was taken with unanimous approval. 
 
Item 7, being:  UPDATE AND DISCUSSION OF THE PROCLAMATIONS PROCESS 
 
Mr. Purinton said Cinthya Allen will take over this role and will handle the administrative 
details of organizing this work.  Chair Owen asked if the HRC can still make 
recommendations and Mr. Purinton said yes.  Commissioners held short discussion and 
agreed with this change. 
 
Item 8, being:  DISCUSSION AND DISCUSSION OF ADA/TRANSPORTATION 
COMMITTEE WORK 
 
Commissioner Nanny said there have been some bus route changes, including additional 
routes, and discussions regarding same-day urgent transport services.  Chair Owen had 
some recommendations regarding the City’s webpage for ADA compliance and 
Commissioner Nanny said the contact person at the City is Jesse Hill.   
 
Item 9, being:  UPDATE REGARDING MAX’S LAW INITIATIVES 
 
Mr. Purinton said a recommendation has been made to the State regarding its building 
code, which is what the City follows to make changes at the local level.  If no action is 
taken by the State of Oklahoma to change its rules, a recommendation will be made to 
the City’s Planning staff.  Previous presenter, Audra Beasley, was present and answered 
questions from Commissioners. 
 
Item 10, being:  TRAINING SESSION REGARDING THE PROCESS OF THE 
COMMISSION’S ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW OF HUMAN RIGHTS COMPLAINTS 
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Mr. Purinton discussed with Commissioners the previous Administrative Review held by 
the HRC and answered questions that arose from that meeting.  He reiterated that these 
reviews address issues of fact, not issues of law, and that this action is an informal first 
step that can be used before an issue is escalated to actions outside of the HRC.  Mr. 
Purinton will provide Commissioners with example jury instructions to serve as a guide in 
their decision making process and will include these in an information binder to be made 
for each member. 
 
Item 11, being:  DISCUSSION REGARDING THE PRACTICE OF CHILD MARRIAGE 
 
Mr. Purinton began by discussing how the City is limited in what it can do to change State 
law addressing the matter of marriage; also that marriage licenses are issued by the State 
by way of district courts in each county.  Chair Owen said former City Councilor Petrone 
requested that this issue be addressed by the HRC and that Oklahoma is third in the 
nation for the highest rate of child marriage.  Commissioner Seirafi-Pour requested 
additional information regarding statistics for Oklahoma and Chair Owen said she would 
gather the information for further presentation at a later date. 
 
Item 12, being:  MISCELLANEOUS DISCUSSION 
 
None. 
 
Item 13, being:  ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:14 p.m. 


