CITY OF NORMAN, OKLAHOMA

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNITY PLANNING AND
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE AGENDA

Municipal Building
Study Session Conference Room
201 West Gray

Monday, May 19, 2014

5:30 P.M.

. CART RIDERSHIP REPORT INCLUDING SAFERIDE AND EXTENDED
SERVICE FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL, 2014.

. DISCUSSION REGARDING CARPORTS IN RESIDENTIAL ZONING
DISTRICTS.

. MISCELLANEOUS DISCUSSION.



Item 1

CART RIDERSHIP REPORT
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CARPORTS IN RESIDENTIAL
ZONING DISTRICTS
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fifice memoranaum

TO: Community Planning and Transportation Committee

FROM: Susan Connors, AICP, Director, Community Planning and g?&
Transportation

DATE: April 25, 2014

RE: Carports in Residential Zoning Districts

Staff proposed Code Amendments to Chapters 2, 5, 10, 13 and 22 and brought
those for discussion at a City Council Study Session on February 4, 2014. One
of the proposed amendments was to change the regulations regarding carports.
Council requested more information on this amendment and asked that the
Community Planning and Transportation Committee (CPT) discuss this item at
a future meeting. It is on the CPT agenda April 28, 2014.

The existing language regarding carports is in Chapter 5 of the City Code.
That Section 5-404 of Article IV of Chapter 5 of the Code of the City of Norman
reads as follows:

Sec. 5-404. Carports: Setbacks required.

(a) No carport shall be constructed nearer than five (5) feet to any
side yard line and shall not be constructed nearer than seven (7)
feet to the front property line nor within any sight triangle of
intersection streets. The construction of carports shall only be
authorized or permitted on the premises on which there now
exists a dwelling structure.

(b)  The installation or construction of a carport on property on which
there has not been a commencement of construction of a new
dwelling structure as of November 22, 1966, which carport would
extend past or beyond the required front yard setback line, is
specifically prohibited except in those cases where other legally
constructed and permitted carports exist in the same block on
either side of the street; in which case, a carport would be
permitted to extend past the front yard setback line but only to the
extensions of the same block.

This language has been problematic for many years because it is very difficult
to determine when some carports were built on a block and to determine if
building permits were issued for carports. Carports do require issuance of a
building permit. This language also conflicts with the setback requirements of
Chapter 22.

The proposed language discussed on February 4, 2014 would delete the
language from Chapter 5 above and insert the following language to the
residential zoning districts in Chapter 22. The zoning districts that were



proposed to be changed include R-1, R-1-A, R-2, RM-2, RM-6, R-3 and R-O.
The front yard setback varies depending on the required setback in each
zoning district. These regulations are narrow in scope and would primarily
allow carports in the central portion of Norman. The R-1 regulations would read

as follows:

Carports: Carports must be set back twenty-five (25) feet from front
property line unless:

(1) Property has alley access and is located in the Central Core
Area as defined in Section 431. 7(c), then it must be placed in
back and accessed through the alley: or

(2) Property has one (1) car garage or no garage, then it can be
located ‘no closer than seven (7) feet from front property line
and five (5) feet from side property line.

There was concern about how allowing new carports as regulated in the
language above could affect a neighborhood. It was discussed that the
proposal was too broad; therefore, additional criteria should be considered so
that cheaper metal carports that were not compatible in a neighborhood could
not be constructed. On the other side of the argument it was discussed that the
current regulations do not allow the elderly, disabled and others on fixed
incomes to provide protection for their vehicles. It was also discussed that this
does not allow carports in newer subdivisions in Norman. One suggestion was
that a carport should be allowed in all existing neighbors did not object.

Staff has contacted 20 cities to determine their regulations regarding carports.
The attached Exhibit A is a chart containing the information that was collected
and includes the name of the City contacted, whether carports are allowed, if a
carport is allowed in the front yard setback, if a public hearing is required,
architectural requirements and whether there is a definition of a carport. In
addition the definitions for “Carports” are attached as Exhibit B for comparison
of language for those cities in the survey that have a definition.

Exhibit C is examples of Code language from some of the survey cities to
provide examples of the range of regulations that exist regarding carports.

Staff is presenting this information for your review and discussion.



EXHIBIT A

Carport Survey
Public
Carports |Hearing |Generally
Allowed |Req'd |Approved by
Carports lin Front |for Public Architectural
City Surveyed Allowed |Setback |Setback |Hearing Body |Requirements |Definition Notes
Not oncollector or arterial streets;
Broken Arrow, Local streets only; 5' setback from
OK Yes Yes No N/A No No property line reqg'd
Edmond, OK Yes No Yes No No Yes
Moore, OK Yes Yes No N/A Yes Yes
Lawton, OK Yes Yes No N/A Yes Yes 5' setback from property line req'd
Midwest City, OK |Yes Yes No N/A Yes Yes
Oklahoma City,
OK Yes Yes No N/A Yes Yes 5' setback from property line req'd
Stiliwater, OK Yes No Yes No No Yes
Special zoning permit req'd by BOA &
cannot extend beyond front property
Bartlesville, OK |Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes line
Yes; 75%
Ft. Smith, AR Yes No Yes approval rate  |No Yes
Can administratively allow up to 20%
case by case intrusion into setback. More than
Bouider, CO Yes No Yes basis No Yes that requires BOA approval.
No; Hardship
Westminister, CO|No No Yes only No No Only allowed in Mobile Home Parks
*Unless it is less than 120 sq.Tt. & less
than 8' tall, then it is allowed w/o
setback requirements other than 3'
Ft. Collins, CO  'Yes Yes* Yes No No No from property line




Thornton, CO Yes No Yes No Yes Yes
Columbia, MO No* No Yes No No No Only allowed in Mobile Home Parks
*Considered accessory structure.
Galvanized metal not allowed. Same
Ext. covering & roofing material as
St. Joseph, MO |Yes* No Yes No Yes No dwelling. Detached carports only.
No; Hardship
Lawrence, KS Yes No Yes only No No
Only allows carports in rear as an
Denton, TX Yes No No No No No accessory structure
Odessa, TX Yes No Yes No No No
Yes: 70% *Same construction materials &
Waco, TX Yes No Yes approval rate  |*Yes No architectural design as main bldg
No; Hardship
Las Cruces, NM |Yes No Yes only No No




EXHIBIT B
Carport: Definitions Only

City of Edmond: CARPORT. A permanent roofed structure permanently open on at
least two sides, designed for or occupied by private passenger vehicles.

City of Thornton, CO: Carport means a covered structure open on a minimum of two
sides, either freestanding or attached to the principal structure, used to offer limited
protection to vehicles.

City of Moore: Awnings, carports, and patio covers, individually or in combinations, as
used herein, are defined as any structure, whether attached to an existing structure or
free standing, which is constructed for the purpose of providing a roof type cover only,
for shelter from the sun, rain, snow, sleet or hail.

City of Bartlesville: Carport. A roofed structure providing space for the parking or
storage of motor vehicles and enclosed on not more than three sides.

City of Lawton: Carport. is defined as a permanent roofed structure open on at least
two sides, when located within the building setback limits, and designed for or occupied
by private passenger vehicles and includes any covered drive areas and porticos.

Midwest City: Carport: A permanent roofed structure permanently open on at least two
(2) sides, designed for or occupied by private passenger vehicles.

Oklahoma City: Carport: A permanent roofed structure, open on at least two sides,
designed for or occupied by private passenger vehicles.

Stillwater: Carport means a roofed structure providing space for the parking or storage
of motor vehicles that is open on two or more sides.

Ft. Smith, AR: Carport [shall mean] a permanent roofed structure open on at least two
(2) sides, designed for or occupied by private passenger vehicles.

Boulder, CO: Carport means a covered building for the shelter of vehicles that is not

enclosed on more than two sides.



EXHIBIT C
REGULATIONS FOR CARPORTS

Waco, TX

Sec. 28-812.3. ltems of secondary construction.

d. Carports, storage sheds and outbuildings shall use the same construction materials as the
main building they serve and shall have compatible architectural style.

ST. JOSEPH CODE

§31-053 (3) Accessory structures, which are limited to a garage and a shed, shall be placed in
conformance with the setback and dimensional requirements established for the district in which
located. The exterior covering and roofing material of the garage or carport must be the same as
that of the dwelling unit.

Thornton, CO

Sec. 18-285. Single-family dwellings.~”

a. In single-family lots, the board may approve a development permit where no parking spaces
are fully enclosed.

(1) The owner may construct a carport in compliance with the following criteria:

a. Carports shall comply with the front, rear and side yard setbacks and shall not be constructed
in front of the principal residential structure.

b. Carports shall not be constructed of cloth or fabric of any kind. Tarps, canvas or similar
materials shall not be used to enclose the carport.

c. A building permit obtained from the city is required to build or modify a carport.

d. Carports shall not be used for storage or placement of items for a period in excess of 24
hours.

e. The maximum height of a carport is 16 feet or the height of the principal structure, whichever
is less.

f. The minimum size of a carport is 180 square feet and a maximum of 440 square feet with
minimum width of nine feet.

g. The carport floor shall be in compliance with_Section 18-601(c) of the Code.

h. The carport shall be architecturally compatible with the existing structure.

2. Carports that were constructed prior to March 8, 2011 and meet the side setback
requirements are granted nonconforming status.



Sec. 18-473. Remodeling, new construction of accessory structures. &

Design review criteria for remodeling and new construction of accessory structures are as
follows:

1. Visual appeal.

a. Additions, renovations and new accessory structures should be designed to provide variety
and visual interest while creating a unified overall image. Strategies to achieve this include, but

are not limited to:
1. Using sufficient design details.

2. Providing sufficient relief in building fagades by using a variety of comparable materials and
complementary colors or by using materials with textures or depth such as brick or stone.

3. Using simple lines and good proportions.

4. Using consistent and/or complementary fagade treatments for different fagades of a structure,
especially those fagades which are visible from the street.

b. Additions or separate components should be designed as an integral part of the building
design so that they are integrated with the existing structure and do not appear to be tacked on.
Strategies to achieve this include, but are not limited to:

1. Using similar roof pitches and types.
2. Using complementary or consistent materials and colors.
3. Screening appurtenances or designing them as an integral part of the building design.

c. Accessory structures should be designed to be consistent and/or complementary with the
principal structures within a development. Strategies to achieve this include, but are not limited

to:
Using complementary or consistent materials, colors, or details.

(2) Massing and scale. A balance should be provided between the various parts and forms of a
structure. Strategies to achieve this include, but are not limited to designing a structure so that
elements that are visually more massive or heavier are below elements which are visually less
massive or lighter. For example, a second story addition to a house should be designed so that it
does not appear heavier than the portion of the building that supports it.

(3) Compatibility. Where the character of an area is identifiable, additions, renovations and new
accessory structures should be designed to maintain that character. In areas where the
character is not identifiable, additions, renovations and new accessory structures should be
designed to be complementary or consistent with the characteristics of the surrounding area in a
way that contributes to the establishment of a positive character for the area. Strategies to
achieve this include, but are not limited to:



a. Using similar or complementary materials, colors or design details.
b. Using similar or complementary building shapes and/or forms.

Moore, OK

e

SECTION 5-252 - CONSTRUCTION RESTRICTIONS. &

Awnings, carports and patio covers which extend beyond the front building line, toward the
street, or beyond the side building line on side streets, may be constructed if they meet the

following requirements:

1. They are not to exceed more than twenty (20) feet beyond the front building line, but in no
instance beyond the front property line of interior lots;

2. They are not to extend more than twenty (20) feet beyond the side building line, but in no case
beyond the side property line of corner lots;

3. They must not be, at any point on the structure, closer than five (5) feet to an adjacent
property line; except, those houses that have a one car garage as of November 2, 1995, may
erect a carport within one foot of the side property line, provided the structure may not divert
any storm water to the adjacent property;

4. Construction details must conform to the following:

a. The structure must be designed to support a load of twenty (20) pounds per square foot in
addition to the weight of the structure;

b. Awnings, carports and patio covers which are attached to an existing structure, shall be
attached with one-quarter (1/4) inch or larger lag screws in a substantial manner and shall be
anchored to each wall stud or to a masonry wall. One side of attached awnings, carports or
patio cover structures shall be supported by one and one-half (1 1/2) inch diameter by fourteen
(14) gauge steel columns, or columns of equivalent strength, set in concrete footings not less
than twelve (12) inches deep nor less than twelve (12) inches in diameter;

c. Free standing carports or patio covers shall be supported by two and one-half (2 1/2) inch

diameter by fourteen (14) gauge steel columns or columns of equivalent strength, set in concrete
footings not less than twenty-four (24) inches deep nor less than twelve (12) inches in diameter;

d. All concrete in footings shall be two thousand (2,000) pounds per square inch quality;
e. Roof slope shall be at least three-sixteenth (3/16) inch per foot; and
f. All bolts and screws used in the structure shall be cadmium plated or equal.

(Prior Code, Sec. 5-317; Ord. No. 131(95), 11/2/95)

SECTION 5-253 - PERMITS AND FEES.&



A. A permit must be obtained from the city clerk upon written application showing compliance
with this article and other applicable ordinances of the city.

B. Such application shall contain the address of the applicant along with a detailed drawing

showing the desired specification of the proposed awning, carport or patio cover and showing
on such drawing compliance with this article in all particulars. The application will be on forms
prepared by the city clerk and shall contain such other information as is deemed necessary by

him.

C. No permit will be issued until the permit fee is paid to the city clerk. It shall be an offense to
construct an awning, carport or patio cover without having first secured a permit as provided in
this article. (Prior Code, Sec. 5-318

Bartlesville, OK

9.54

Open carports shall be permitted to extend beyond the minimum front yard or exterior side yard
setback requirement in residential districts upon approval of a Special Zoning Permit by the

Board of Adjustment as provided for in_Section 10.5 and subject to the following conditions:

A. The area of the carport, combined with all other structures on the lot, shall not exceed the
maximum lot coverage established for the zoning district in which it is located.

B. No part of the carport canopy or appurtenance may extend beyond the front property line or
onto the public right-of-way.

C. Said open carport shall not be used for the outside storage of materials, equipment or goods
or the parking and/or storage of inoperable vehicles.

D. The carport is compatible with other residential improvements in the neighborhood as to both
value and exterior appearance (such as type of roof, color, structural design, etc.).

E. A building permit shall be required prior to construction and the structure shall comply with all
applicable building, zoning and development codes.

F. The carport shall not be enclosed or the building permit shall be revoked and the owner cited
for noncompliance.

All open carports existing as of the date of adoption of this regulation shall be grandfathered
and considered a nonconforming use, subject to the restrictions concerning nonconforming uses
as set forth in_Section 8.1 of these regulations.

Lawton, OK

18-4-1-404.1 Open space. Exceptions to Specific District Regulations*.;;;?f;%y



A. The following requirements are intended to provide exceptions or qualify and supplement,
as the case may be, the specific district regulations set forth in Sections 18-501 through

18-693 of this code.
b. Specific Accessory Uses.

(1) Carport. A carport is defined as a permanent roofed structure open on at least two sides,
when located within the building setback limits, and designed for or occupied by private
passenger vehicles and includes any covered drive areas and porticos. Carports are permitted
to be constructed with or added to a residential structure subject to the following conditions and

requirements:

(a) A carport may be permitted on the side of a structure provided it is located at least five (5)
feet from the side property line of an interior lot. A carport may be permitted on the side of a
structure on a corner lot provided that it is located at least fifteen (15) feet from the right-of-way
of the intersecting street. If the corner lot is not back to back with another corner lot, a setback of
at least twenty (20) feet from the intersecting street is required.

(b) All carports shall comply with the front yard setback requirements of Chapter 18, with the
following exceptions;

i. Carports used in conjunction with single-family dwellings or two-family dwellings located only
on local streets as defined by the subdivision regulations or the long range transportation plan
and having a platted right-of-way in excess of sixty (60) feet shall be permitted to extend into the
required front yard setback area and into the public right-of-way. However, no such carport shall
be closer than eleven and one-half (11%) feet in distance from back of the curb or the edge of
the pavement. In no case shall the erection of such carports interfere with the existing
sidewalks, sight triangle or fire hydrants. This provision does not give a landowner any legal right
to the right-of-way, and the city shall be held harmless with respect to any future use of the right-

of-way by the city or a utility company; or

ii. Carports may be permitted within the front yard setback of any single-family or two-family
dwelling located on a local street as defined by the subdivision regulations or the long range
transportation plan and having a platted right-of-way less than or equal to sixty (60) feet when
located on lots for which the subdivision plat creating said lots was recorded prior to January 1,
1990, provided that no such carport shall be permitted closer than five (5) feet from the front
property line or within a sight visibility triangle; or

iii. On lots located on local streets as defined by the subdivision regulations or the long range
transportation plan for which the encroachment of a carport into the front yard setback would
not otherwise be permitted, carports may be permitted within the front yard setback following
the approval of a "special exception" by the Board of Adjustment per the procedure outlined in
Division 18-2-1 of this code, provided that no such carport shall be permitted closer than five (5)
feet from the front property line or within a sight visibility triangle.

(c) Under no circumstances shall any carport used in conjunction with a single-family dwelling
or two-family dwelling exceed twenty-six (26) feet in width. All width measurements shall be from
eaves line to eaves line. No more than one (1) carport shall be permitted for each dwelling unit.



(d) All carports which extend into the required front yard setback must abut the main structure
and shall be permanently open on three (3) sides from the grade surface to the eaves line, with
a maximum of four (4) support columns, with each having a maximum width of twelve (12)
inches, or six (6) support columns/posts, with each having a maximum width of eight (8) inches.

(e) All carports shall have an architectural design that harmonizes with the main structure in
material and appearance. Carports abutting the main structure shall also match the roof pitch
and roofing materials of said structure. Metal carports shall not be permitted in the front yard,
except that when the main structure has a metal roof an attached carport may also employ the
same material. If an application for a building permit is denied for failure to meet the above
architectural design standards, the applicant may appeal said denial to the building materials
review committee as established in_Section 18-4-1-406 of this code.

(f) The maximum height of any carport shall be twenty-four (24) feet or the height of the main
structure; whichever is less.

(g) Carports must be anchored to the ground with minimum twelve (12) inch diameter concrete
footings set a minimum of twenty-four (24) inches into the ground, and able to withstand a
minimum of twenty (20) pounds per square foot of uplift pressure.

(h) The parking area beneath the carport and any driveway approach thereto must meet the
requirements set forth in_Division 18-8-1 of this code.

(i) Prior to being issued a permit for a carport which extends beyond a platted building limit line,
the applicant shall sign a disclaimer indicating that they fully understand that a permit issued by
the City of Lawton to construct a carport beyond the building limit line as shown on a recorded
subdivision plat does not relieve the lot owners' obligation to any plat restrictions, covenants, or
conditions that may prohibit or otherwise limit said construction.

Midwest City

Sec. 9-4. Carports.@f;”/

(a) Carports are permitted to be added to residential structures and are subject to the following
conditions and regulations:

(1) Any person erecting or constructing a carport, in whole or in part, shall obtain a building
permit.

(2) No portion of a carport shall violate a required side yard setback as prescribed in the zoning
ordinance with the exception that open eaves may extend two (2) feet into the side yard as
prescribed in Section 4.8.2, Projections in Yards, of Appendix A, Zoning; and with the exception
that carports may be located abutting or less than five (5) feet from the side property line under
the following conditions;

a. The abutting owner(s) of the property immediately adjacent to the proposed construction must
sign an agreement stating his/her name, address, and that they give permission for the carport
to be located abutting or less than five (5) feet from the side property line;

b. The eave of the carport shall in no instance overhang the adjacent property;



c. Guttering shall be installed and maintained in a manner to prohibit any increase of water run-
off onto the adjacent property.

d. If the proposed carport is to be located over a utility easement paralleling the side property
line, the following provision must be agreed to by the applicant for the building permit and the
property owner, if different from the applicant;

In the event access is required to the dedicated easement by the city or any franchised public
utility, the property owner shall be responsible for relocating the carport structure in a manner to
allow such access. The property owner shall be notified of the need to relocate said carport and
from that point in time have seventy-two (72) hours to do so. If the property owner can not or
refuses to relocate said carport, the city or franchised public utility may have said carport
relocated at the owner's expense. The property owner shall not hold the city or franchised public
utility responsible for any damages to said carport or property due to the required relocation.

(3) All carports shall be located only over a paved hard surfaced drive. Provided, however, a
gravel driveway may be used to satisfy the requirement if the property owner can demonstrate
through dated photographs, or dated negatives, that the gravel driveway existed prior to January
1, 1985. Dated photographs/negatives shall mean those photos or negatives dated on the front
or back through a development process. Handwritten, typed, or other means of dating
photographs/negatives other than those dated through the development process shall not be

accepted as proof.

Those properties currently approved with a residential building permit, whether for a new home,
addition, remodel, house move-in that have been required to install a paved driveway as part of
their permit approval, or any other regulations pertinent to the approved building permit shall not
be exempt from the requirement to install paved driveways.

(4) All carports shall be kept in an attractive state, in good repair, and in a safe and sanitary
condition.

(5) Metal carports shall be constructed of 26 gauge steel or 0.25 aluminum decking with a
baked-on enamel finish to be compatible with the exterior finish of the structure. Poles
supporting the carport shall be wrought iron or of a metal material compatible with the exterior
finish of the structure. Exposed eaves shall have rain guttering directing water flow to the street
and away from adjacent properties. Wooden construction of carports shall be permitted with the

following provisions:
a. Roof slopes shall exceed two (2) inches in twelve-inch pitch;

b. All eaves shall be enclosed and have rain guttering installed to divert water to the street
and/or away from adjacent properties unless the pitch of the roof diverts the flow of rainwater to

the street;
c. Finishes shall be compatible with the exterior of the primary structure;
d. The underside, of the carport shall be enclosed with an approved material.

(6) No more than one (1) carport shall be permitted for each dwelling unit. Except upon
application to the development services department, no carport shall exceed twenty-four (24)



feet in width. The development services department director may approve an application for a
width greater than twenty-four (24) feet if the carport will be architecturally integrated with the
residence and no protest is received after notice by the development services department to all
property owners whose property abuts the sides or front of the property of the applicant. If a
protest is received or if the development services department director determines that the
carport in excess of twenty-four (24) feet in width is not architecturally integrated with the home,
the application may be appealed to the city council for final determination. An example of
architectural integrity would be where a property owner wishes to match his carport with the
existing house eaves and the total width exceeds twenty-four (24) feet. The initial application fee
shall be ten dollars ($10.00). If a protest is received or if the applicant desires to appeal the
decision of the development services department director before the application shall be placed
on the agenda for the city council, a further fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) shall be paid to the
development services department for the processing of the application. The city shall notify the
applicant and abutting property owners of the application at least five (5) days prior to the city
council's-consideration-of the-appeal. : :

(7) All carports, observing the required front yard setback, shall be permanently open on two (2)
sides from grade surface to eaves line. All carports that extend into the required front yard
setback shall be permanently open on three (3) sides from grade surface to eaves line, except
that such carports extending beyond the front yard setback may install latticework along one
side of the carport. Such latticework, when installed, shall be a framework of ornamental design
made of strips of wood, plastic, nylon or other material as approved by the chief building official.
Such latticework shall be of a design so as to not impair the vision of the operator of the vehicle
exiting the carport from any vehicular/pedestrian traffic along the abutting sidewalk and/or
roadway. Also, such lattice work shall be of a design to permit the continued circulation of air
and light within the carport.

(8) All carports shall comply with front yard setback requirements of the zoning ordinance,
provided carports used in conjunction with single-family dwellings or two-family dwellings shall
be permitted to extend into the required front yard setback area. However, no portion of a
carport shall be permitted closer than five (5) feet from the right-of-way line of a public street
except as provided in subsection (a)(9) of this section.

(9) For corner lots only, a carport may extend into the right-of-way of only a local street if the
garage is so situated because of the building setback line that a carport cannot be constructed
without extending into the right-of-way. In this situation a carport may extend into the right-of-
way; however, no carport shall be permitted closer than six (6) feet to the curb line and shall not
be more than twenty (20) feet in length measured from the structure to which it is attached. The
carport must be constructed in such a manner as not to obstruct sight distance at the
intersection. Damage to any public utility associated with the carport shall be the responsibility

of the property owner.

In the event that the city shall determine that street widening is necessary or the installation,
repair or replacement or maintenance of existing or future public utilities is necessary, the city or
any public utility shall have the right to remove said carport. Cost of removal and reinstallation, if
allowed, shall be at the owner's expense. If the owner refuses to remove the carport, the city or
public utility may have the carport removed and reinstalled at the owner's expense with the cost
being included on the ad valorem tax rolls as a lien. Other provisions of the Midwest City Code
which would prohibit structures within the right-of-way shall not apply to this exception.



(b) It shall be unlawful for any person being the current owner of property which has a carport to
fail to have proof of a building permit issued by the city for the carport. The proof can be the
permit in his possession or in the address files of the development services department. If the
property owner fails to provide proof of such permit, or if no permit was previously requested on
the carport, he shall make application as required in section 9-4(a).

A permit shall be issued at no charge to the applicant if after inspection of the carport it is found
that the carport was in compliance with the requirements of the city existing at the time it was
erected or it is found that the carport is currently in compliance with the requirements existing
on the effective date of Ordinance 2193 adopted April 14, 1987. If after application and
inspection it is found that the subject carport was not in compliance, no permit shall be issued
and the owner/applicant shall cause the offending carport to be removed. [f the owner/applicant
fails to make the corrections or have the offending structure removed, the city may proceed as

required by law.

Subsection (b) only applies to carports reconstructed prior to the effective date of Ordinance
2193. It is the responsibility of the owner/applicant to prove to the satisfaction of the
development services director or his designated representative this date of construction of the

carport.

Oklahoma City

12200.3. Standards for Accessory Structures and Uses. Accessory use and structure
regulations for the RA2, RA, R-1, R-1ZL, R-2, R-3, R-3M, R-4, R-4M and R-MH-1 Districts, as
well as residential uses in the NC District, any portion of a PUD specifically allowing for
residential use, and all permitted residential uses in non-residential districts are as follows.

A. Carports. Carports are permitted to be added to an existing residential structure in the above
specified districts subject to the following conditions and requirements:

(1) Any person erecting or constructing a carport, in whole or in part, shall obtain a building
permit. Application for a permit shall be made by the owner or lessee of the subject property, or
agent of either, or by a licensed contractor employed in connection with the proposed work.

(2) A carport may be permitted: 1) on the side property line on an interior lot; 2) on a side
property line on a corner lot line abutting a street; and 3) in subdivisions permitting zero lot line
development, a carport may be permitted on the side property line.

(a) On the side property line on an interior lot;
(3) All carports shall be located only over an existing paved driveway.

(4) All carports shall be kept in an attractive state, in good repair, and in a safe and sanitary
condition.

(5) All carports shall be constructed, erected or installed to conform with the structural
requirements of Chapter 12, Buildings and Building Regulations, as amended, and shall have an
architectural design and appearance compatible with the primary building on the property.



(6) No carport used in conjunction with a single-family or two-family dwelling shall exceed 12 feet
in width for a single garage and/or driveway, and shall not exceed 24 feet in width for a double
garage and/or driveway. Under no circumstance, shall any carport used in conjunction with a
single-family or two-family dwelling exceed 24 feet in width. All width measurements shall be
made from eave line to eave line. No more than one carport shall be permitted for each dwelling

unit.

(7) All carports shall be permanently open on two sides from grade surface to eave line. Al
carports that extend into the required front yard setback shall be permanently open on three
sides from grade surface to eave line.

(8) All carports shall comply with the front yard setback requirements of this chapter, provided
carports used in conjunction with a single-family or two-family dwelling shall be permitted to

extend into the required front yard setback area. No carport shall be permitted closer than five
feet from the front property line. No carport shall violate the sight distance requirements of this

chapter.
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Item 2, being:

DISCUSSION REGARDING PROPOSED CODE AMENDMENTS RELATED TO CODE
COMPLIANCE INCLUDING INSPECTIONS FOR VARIOUS CITY LICENSES, NUISANCE
ABATEMENT ITEMS, AND DILAPIDATED BUILDINGS; CLEANUP ITEMS IN CONFLICT WITH
THE ZONING ORDINANCE; AND ELIMINATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF CITY JOURNEYMAN
LICENSES.

Ms. Susan Connors, Director of Planning and Community Development, highlighted several proposed
code amendments, which would clarify areas of confusion and contradiction in areas of the City Code and
the Zoning Ordinance. The Planning Commission met in study session on November 14, 2013, to review
the proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance and agreed those amendments should move forward
for Council discussion and consideration.

The proposed amendments include the following:

e Updating the Administration Chapter to include all chapters of the Code currently being enforced
by the City’s Code Compliance Division relative to inspections for certain City licenses, nuisance
parties, and zoning violations.

e Updating the Code to comply with state statutes to reduce the time for the declaration of a
dilapidated building that has been boarded and secured from 36 months to 18 months.

e [Establishing front and side yard setback requirements for tornado shelters.

e Reinstating the ability to abate easement obstructions including low-hanging tree limbs or
encroaching bushes and shrubs from blocking sidewalks and basketball goals in the right-of-way.

e Adding the ability to affix a notice to an abandoned vehicle and/or post the property upon which the
abandoned vehicle is located.

e Broadening the definition of health nuisances to include trash and appliances other than iceboxes
and refrigerators.

e Adding platted and unplatted properties and all zoning districts to the noxious growth (weed)
ordinance with the exception of properties larger than 10 acres and properties zoned for agriculture.

e Removing the requirement of outside drying spaces or other clothes drying facilities in mobile
home parks as well as requiring residents to register the make, model, year and license of the motor
vehicle towing any mobile home or travel trailer.

e Eliminating the issuance of City journeyman licenses - state statute no longer allows municipalities
to require City journeyman licenses.

The remaining proposals would amend the Zoning Ordinance and vary based on several types of requests
brought to staff over the past year and cannot be adequately addressed with the current ordinance
language.

e Updating and clarifying language for the location of off-street parking spaces — adds the same
restriction regarding parking surfaces for commercial districts as for residential districts except for
vehicle and equipment storage yards that are completely enclosed by an opaque fence.

e Adds a provision that notices of illegal parking may be issued to the property owner if information
is not available on the registration of the vehicle.

e Allowing carports in all residential zoning districts with specific setback requirements — properties
with alley access in the Central Core Area must be placed in back and accessed through the alley.

e Adding a special exception to allow reconstruction of non-conforming buildings that have been
destroyed by fire or act of God under very stringent criteria.

e Adding the allowance of a mobile home and a house on the same lot in the A-2 (agricultural)
zoning for a medical emergency.

e Allowing a variance to be considered by the Board of Adjustment for any regulation in the Zoning
Ordinance - the criteria for evaluation of a variance would remain the same.
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Item 2, continued:

Councilmember Greg Jungman was concerned about the proposed changes regulating carports and how
those changes could affect neighborhoods. He felt like the regulation was too broad and if Council
considered such a change additional criteria should be placed on the provision to ensure neighborhoods
would be protected from someone putting up a cheaper metal carport that may not be aesthetically
pleasing to the neighbors.

Councilmember Tom Kovach said the current regulations could prevent the elderly, the disabled and
others on fixed incomes from being able to protect their vehicles from Oklahoma weather and felt some
compromise should be reached.

Ms. Connors said while there are not a lot of requests for carports, some residents in the older
neighborhoods have expressed a desire to protect their vehicles from weather related damages. She said
current regulations prohibit carports unless the home was built prior to 1965.

Councilmember Jim Griffith said he supports the amendment to allow for carports where appropriate. He
said one of his constituents had to remove a carport even though the neighbors supported it because it was
in violation of the current ordinance.

Councilmember Jungman also expressed concern about broadening the type of variances that could be
heard by Board of Adjustment to include anything in the Zoning Ordinance. He wondered if this would
be a way for applicants to ask for a variance of a provision Council required as part of the rezoning
approval process. Ms. Leah Messner, Assistant City Attorney, highlighted the duties of the Board of
Adjustment and the criteria by which they must consider each variance request, e.g., the size and shape of
the lot to be built on is of such nature that the provisions could not be complied with, the proposed use of
the land is similar in nature to adjacent land uses, and the proposed use would not create undue traffic
congestion in the adjacent street. She said any requests filed under the proposed amended ordinance
would still be reviewed under the same criteria.

It was the consensus of Council to move forward with the proposed amendments with the exception of the
carport amendment until further discussion could take place.

Items submitted for the record
1. Memorandum dated January 30, 2014, from Susan Connors, AICP, Director of Planning
and Community Development, to Mayor and Councilmembers
Draft Ordinance No. O-1314-14
Draft Ordinance No. O-1314-15
Draft ordinance amending carport regulations
Draft ordinance amending the types of variances Board of Adjustment reviews
Draft ordinance removing journeyman license requirements

Oyt B D

The meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.

ATTHST:

igndn

City Clerk




	May 19 CPT agenda
	CITY OF NORMAN, OKLAHOMA
	Municipal Building
	Study Session Conference Room
	201 West Gray

	Monday, May 19, 2014

	ITEM 1
	ITEM 1
	ITEM 1

	April 2014 CART Ridership

	ITEM 2
	ITEM 4
	Carport Packet
	cARPORTS mINUTES


