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This is a virtual meeting - Councilmembers Bierman, Foreman, Peacock, 
Petrone, Hall, Wilson, Holman, and Mayor Clark are appearing via video 
conference 

 
 
 
 

1. DISCUSSION REGARDING TEMPORARY USE OF PARKING LOTS 
AND/OR SPACES FOR OUTDOOR DINING USES. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is the policy of the City of Norman that no person or groups of persons shall on 
the grounds of race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, age, place of birth, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, familial status, marital status, 
including marriage to a person of the same sex, disability, retaliation, or genetic 
information, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or 
otherwise subjected to discrimination in employment activities or in all programs, 
services, or activities administered by the City, its recipients, sub-recipients, and 
contractors. In the event of any comments, complaints, modifications, 
accommodations, alternative formats, and auxiliary aids and services regarding 
accessibility or inclusion, please contact the ADA Technician at 405-366-5424, 
Relay Service: 711. To better serve you, five (5) business days’ advance notice is 
preferred. 



Utilizing Parking 
Spaces for Outdoor 
Dining during COVID
Council Conference
September 8, 2020



Background
• Across the country, cities are getting creative to help small 

businesses impacted by COVID-19 restrictions

• A number of cities have been utilizing parking lots/spaces 
to extend the dining areas for restaurants
– Allows for spacing
– Additional capacity 

• CPTC first discussed this topic in July 2020. 



Approaches Seen in Other Cities
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Boulder, CO
• Temporary Outdoor Expansion in public ROW and private spaces allowed for a number of 

commercial uses (restaurants, retail, office, personal service, etc.)

• Revocable permits required - issued by CM - evaluated based on:
– Public health, safety, welfare impacts 
– Balance of needs of commercial uses to have an economically viable use with needs of surrounding 

property owners 
– Access to utility infrastructure
– Adequate access through the area 
– Health/convenience of business, employees, customers, residents/visitors
– Term of permit; hours of operation 
– Impacts to others in the area

• Initial order expires September 30



Ft. Collins, CO
• Temporary Outdoor Expansion on City or private property adjacent to or in the immediate 

vicinity of the fixed location for restaurants, liquor licensed establishments and retail 
establishment

• Revocable permits required – issued by City Engineer – evaluated based on: 
– Up to date on all licensing, City requirements
– Closure is safe
– Sufficiently mitigates impact to the public’s ability to safely and conveniently bypass the proposed 

closure
– Compliance with applicable laws, including ADA
– Maintains adequate emergency access
– Compatible with other activities in the vicinity

• Order expires on September 27 



Stillwater, OK 
• Temporary Outdoor Expansion in adjacent public ways and parking lots 

allowed for restaurants and bars 

• Revocable Permit required - issued by CM – evaluated based on:
– Permanent location within Stillwater; up to date on all licensing and permits; general 

liability insurance to indemnify the City
– Extended service area is limited to immediately adjacent sidewalk, on-street parking 

area, and/or private lot
– Enclosed by physical barrier to separate service area from public ROW and deny access 

to persons who aren’t customers  
– Tables, chairs and equipment within barriers must be physically distanced 
– ADA access into extended service area.

• Order expires November 30 



Existing Norman 
Ordinances/Processes  

• Special Event permits: outdoor festivals, 
gatherings, etc anticipated to last more than 2 
hours, open to the public, with 1000 or more 
people anticipated to attend.

• Allows for street closures, barricades, to 
operate the special event area



Existing Norman 
Ordinances/Processes  

• Parking Variances –
– evaluated by PD
– Must still allow adequate emergency and pedestrian 

access 

• Sidewalk Dining 
– Allows restaurants to have outside food service 

adjacent to business
– Must maintain public access along the sidewalk



Issues to Consider
• Safety

– Accessible pedestrian access 
– Dining Areas must be protected from traffic

• Loss of public parking

• License
– ABLE license – “licensed premises” – includes adjacent premises if in the control of the 

licensee and used in connection with the business 
• Sidewalk? 

• Coordination with adjacent properties 



Issues to Consider
• Process 

– Revocable Permit 

– Safety Barriers 

– Adequate Access to Expansion Area and around it 

– Social distancing 

– Insurance/Indemnification 

– Who approves? Evaluation by PD and Public Works a must 

– Expiration Date (mask ordinance sunsets November 30)



Temporary Outdoor Expansion 
Permits 

Questions/Comments? 
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