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ART IN PUBLIC PLACES FUND 
BUDGET 

HIGHLIGHTS

Background 

The Art in Public Places Fund is a Special Revenue Fund established to account for revenue 
derived from citizen donations as a means to fund the acquisition of works of art by the City of 
Norman and to provide for the maintenance and repair of the works of art in the collection. 

On August 28, 2007, City Council passed Ordinance O-0708-5 that established the Public 
Arts Board and the Art in Public Places Fund.  The ordinance also set up the mechanism by which 
City of Norman utility service customers can opt to donate money to the Art in Public Places Fund 
by including an additional amount of money in their payment.

The Public Arts Board reports to the Norman Arts Council, who will be charged with 
expending monies in the Art in Public Places Fund. 

FYE 17 Budget 

FYE 17 projected revenues are $16,000.  The Artist Designed Bicycle Racks project, to 
encourage the use of bicycles for transportation in the downtown area, is a recent project supported 
by donations to the Art in Public Places Fund (see pictures below).  The fund has collected $86,126 
in contributions since the beginning of FYE 08. 
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Summary 

An aggressive program of capital improvements has been undertaken.  This capital 
improvement program is reflected in the budgets of the Water Reclamation Fund, Sewer 
Maintenance Fund, Wastewater Excise Tax Fund, and Sewer Sales Tax Fund.  This program has 
included major repairs and improvements to the sewer interceptors and neighborhood lateral lines  
throughout the City; the construction of additional sewer mains in northern and southeastern 
Norman; the construction of major sewerage collection and conveyance systems and lift stations; and 
major improvements to the handling processes for sewer treatment by-products (“sludge handling”).  
The Sewer Utility has successfully sought and obtained matching federal funding for the construction 
of many of these improvements, and will continue to pursue matching funds when feasible. 

The final component of these planned capital improvements, financed through the sewer rates 
approved in 2013, is the expansion of the Sewer Utility’s treatment capacity, to an ultimate capacity 
of 21.5 million gallons per day.  The South Canadian Water Reclamation Facility (WRF) is being 
expanded from 12 MG/D to a capacity of 17 MG/D over the next 18 months.  The improvements to 
the WRF, estimated to total over $68 million, are the largest capital project ever undertaken in 
Norman, and scheduled for completion in early 2017. 

 Water reclaimed by the Norman Water Reclamation Facility
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Beginning in FYE 14 a 3% (of TIF revenue) charge for administrative costs was expensed as 
a cost allocation.  In FYE 15 this charge was increased to 5%. 

Legacy Park Grand Opening, September 2015 





















GENERAL FUND






































