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1. DISCUSSION REGARDING SHIPPING CONTAINERS IN RESIDENTIAL 

AREAS. 
 

2. DISCUSSION REGARDING A POSSIBLE RESOLUTION URGING THE 
STATE LEGISLATURE TO PASS HOUSE BILL 2456 CREATING THE 
YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH PROTECTION ACT. 

 



TO:    Mayor and Councilmembers 

FROM: Jane Hudson, Planning and Community Development 

DATE: February 12, 2019 

RE: Ordinance Amendments - Shipping/Cargo Containers in Residential 
Zoning Districts 

BACKGROUND: 

Staff presented to the Oversight Committee at their December 13, 2018 meeting an 
evaluation of potential zoning restrictions for use of shipping/cargo containers (“cargo 
containers”) in residential districts within the City of Norman.   

DISCUSSION: 

Cargo containers are reusable transport and storage units of steel construction made to 
be loaded on trucks, trains or ships for moving products and materials.  A cargo 
container can also take the form of the body of a transport trailer or a straight truck and 
any pre-fabricated portable metal storage unit utilized for the transport of goods or 
materials.  With respect to the portability, strength, security and affordability of cargo 
containers, they have gained popularity in recent years.  In particular, the use of cargo 
containers for permanent and temporary storage in the residential and agricultural areas 
of the City of Norman has increased in recent years, due in part to availability and cost 
based on the integrity of the structure.   

In a few cases, neighbors have expressed concern over the impact of such containers on 
compatibility, aesthetics and potential effect on property values in their neighborhoods. 
Cargo containers are designed for industrial and commercial operations; cargo 
containers are rectangular steel boxes resembling industrial structures.  Therefore, cargo 
containers are typically not visually integrated with buildings in a residential 
neighborhood and they are not considered aesthetically compatible with the existing 
residential character.  It should also be noted that, under the current zoning ordinance, 
the use of cargo containers is not prohibited for either residential or commercial uses, 
assuming all building and fire code requirements are met; i.e. housing and 
commerce/office uses.  The City of Norman consists of several types of zoning districts: 
agricultural, residential, commercial/office and industrial.   

Staff is not evaluating restriction of cargo containers in the agricultural, 
commercial/office or industrial zoning districts.  However, please note that in the 
commercial/office and portions of the industrial zoning districts there is an existing 
requirement for masonry façade on 80% of exterior walls – this keeps the exterior of the 
structures aesthetically compatible with surrounding uses should an entity utilize the 
cargo containers as a permanent unit on their property.    
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Additionally, this discussion should not be confused with the existing ordinance: 
Section 435.1 – Portable Storage Containers and Roll-off Trash Containers, used to 
permit a temporary POD or Roll-Off for those individuals remodeling/altering existing 
buildings of either residential or commercial uses and have an open permit for the 
construction or use of the POD/Roll-off container.  As presented at the December 
meeting, to the extent the Zoning Ordinance is amended to address restrictions for use 
of cargo containers, amendments to Section 435.1 will be necessary in order to clarify 
the distinction between the two regulations: PODS versus Cargo Containers 

At the December meeting staff presented the possible options for Council to consider 
regulating cargo containers:  

REGULATORY OPTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION: 

 Do nothing to regulate and allow status quo.
Staff has not received a large number of complaints over the years regarding
shipping containers in the residentially zoned districts.  Maintaining status quo
would mean any issues would be addressed as the code currently allows.

 Ban the use of shipping containers in residentially zoned districts.
If directed staff could move forward with an amendment to the Zoning Ordnance
to specifically prohibit the use of shipping containers (as accessory structures
used for purposes other than living space) in the residentially zoned districts.

 Adequately zone to allow use of shipping containers in residential districts,
with additional restrictions.

From the December meeting staff received direction to move forward with the second 
option; ban the use of shipping containers in residentially zoned districts in addition to 
cleaning up the existing ordinances regarding PODs & Roll offs with regulations and 
ordinance amendments as attached. 

Staff is available for questions and further discussion at the February 12th meeting. 

Exhibit A – Possible Ordinance Amendments/Additions 
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Chapter 22-435.1 – PORTABLE STORAGE CONTAINERS AND ROLL-OFF TRASH CONTAINERS 

 

1. Applicability  

The provisions of this section shall apply to the location and duration of the use of portable storage 

containers and roll-off trash containers on any property within the City of Norman. 

 

2. Definitions 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall have the meanings ascribed 

to them in this section.  Where terms are not defined in this section, and are defined in other adopted 

ordinances, such terms shall have the meaning ascribed to them as in those ordinances.  Where terms 

are not defined through the methods authorized by this section, such terms shall have ordinarily 

accepted meanings as the context implies. 

(a) Portable storage container means any self-supporting metal or metal-framed container, usually 

metal or metal-framed, designed and used for the storage of personal or business property of a 

non-hazardous nature which is typically rented or leased to acquired, including through rental or 

lease, by owners or occupants of property for their temporary use and which is designed for 

typically deliveryed and removaled by motor vehicletruck. 

(b) Roll-off trash container means a large metal container designed and used for the temporary 

storage of refuse, rubbish, trash, garbage, junk, debris, offal, or any material rejected as useless 

and fit only to be thrown away.  Such container is typically rented or leased to acquired, 

including through rental or lease, by owners or occupants of property for their temporary use and 

which is typicallymay be delivered and removed by motor vehicletruck.  This term shall not be 

interpreted to refer to a “trash container” or “dumpster” that is stored in a more permanent 

manner onor used permanently on the property, and is referenced or regulated by the 

Engineering Design Criteria, and further is required to be screened from public view.  This term 

shall not be interpreted to include recycling facilities. 

 

3. Condition and Maintenance 

All portable storage containers and roll-off trash containers shall be delivered and maintained in 

good condition, free from rodents, insects, graffiti, vulgar and/or pornographic words or pictures.  It 

shall be the responsibility of the property owner or occupant and the supplying company to maintain 

the portable storage containers or roll-off trash containers in accordance with the provisions of this 

section. 

 

4. Placement and Duration of Use 

 

(a) TEMPORARY  On all property zoned or used for residential, commercial, or industrial purposes, 

portable storage containers or roll-off trash containers may remain in use only so long as a valid 

building or trade permit is in place for the property on which the container is placed.  No separate 

permit is required so long as the use is indicated on the approved site plan or building permit for the 

project.  When no building permit is in effect, a roll-off trash container may not be placed on a lot 

for more than thirty (30) days unless authorized in writing by the Director of Planning or his 

designee.  In residentially zoned areas, the portable storage container must be placed on the 

driveway or other approved pavement, and may not extend into the public right-of-way.  Should 

existing site conditions not allow for the placement of a portable storage container in full compliance 

with these provisions, exceptions may be considered and written approval granted on a case by case 

basis by the Director of Planning or his designee, after consultation with the Public Works Director 

and the Fire Marshall. 

 

(b) SEASONAL Metal storage containers may be temporarily located on property that is zoned for 

commercial or industrial use for no more than three (3) months within the same calendar year, 

provided that a building permit is issued for each such container.  Containers cannot be vertically 

Exhibit A
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stacked, and should not be placed in front of the principal structure, but most be located at the side or 

rear of the structure to minimize any visual impact from abutting streets.  As a temporary use, they 

may occupy no more than ten percent of the required parking for the on-site principal use. 

 

(cb) EXCEPTION FOR PERMANENT USE    SPortable storage containers may be permanently 

located on property zoned or used for industrial purposes provided that a building permit is issued 

for the container, which must be properly anchored or tied down to resist lateral movement or 

overturning.  If over 400 square feet, portable storage containers must be placed on a permanent 

foundation.  Portable storage cContainers may not be permanently located in areas that are zoned 

commercial.  Portable storage cContainers may not be placed in front of the principal structure, must 

observe all required setbacks, and may not be placed within any right-of-way, utility easement, or 

required landscape area.  In industrial areas, such containers are exempt from the requirement to be 

clad in masonry material, but must be located at the side or rear of the lot, and painted in a muted 

color that complements the principal structure on the lot.  If the lot is not already screened from 

abutting residential uses, opaque screening must be installed to at least screen the container from 

abutting residential use.  Signs relating to the on-site business may not be permanently or 

temporarily attached to any container that will be permanently located on a site. 

 

(dc) NON-PERMITTED PLACEMENT IN RESIDENTIAL ZONES   In areas which are 

residentially zoned, when no building or trade permit is in effect for the property, a portable storage 

container may be placed on the driveway or other approved pavement for a period not to exceed 14 

days, provided that the portable storage container is not located within any public right-of-way and 

does not block any public sidewalk.  The Planning Director, or his designee, may grant one 14 day 

extension, for good cause, when requested in writing.  A portable storage container may not be 

placed on the same property more than three non-consecutive times in a one-year period.  Failure to 

remove a portable storage container after the initial 14 day period, unless extended, may result in 

charges filed by the city for failure to comply with this section.  SuchPortable storage containers 

may not be permanently located in areas that are residentially zoned. 

 

(ed) NON-CONFORMING USES  Any portable on demand storage unit in existence as of the 

effective date of this ordinance which is in violation hereof shall be deemed a non-conforming use.  

Such non-conforming uses shall not in any manner be enlarged, extended, or altered except that such 

uses may be changed so as to comply with the provisions of this ordinance.  Such uses as are deemed 

non-conforming uses pursuant to the terms of this ordinance shall be permitted to continue for five 

(5) years after the adoption of this ordinance, unless such use is terminated for any reason 

whatsoever prior thereto for a period of thirty (30) days or more, thereafter such non-conforming use 

shall terminate or come into compliance with the terms of this Section. 

 

Chapter 22-435.2 – CARGO CONTAINERS AS STRUCTURES 

 

1. Definition of Cargo Container 

Cargo container (also called a “shipping container”) means a container originally designed and 

manufactured for the commercial purposes of transporting cargo, and designed of suitable strength to 

withstand the process of shipment, storage and handling, regardless of transportation method of 

cargo type, of a approximate size of 8 ft. wide, 8 ½ ft. high, and 20 or 40 ft. in length.  Cargo 

containers with varying dimensions, or facsimile containers (even if not manufactured for the 

transporting of cargo), may also, subject to the Planning Director’s discretion, be subject to the 

provisions of this Section if the Cargo Container is designed and used such as to invoke the purposes 

of this Section. 

 

2. Use as Accessory Structures 
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Subject to the provisions set forth in Section 431.4 of this Zoning Ordinance: 

 

(a) PERMITTED USE   Cargo containers, or any facsimile thereof  (even if manufactured for a 

different purpose) may be repurposed for use as a permanent accessory structure in industrial, 

agricultural and commercial zoning districts. Any cargo container permanently placed in accordance 

with this provision shall be safely anchored to a permanent foundation. 

 

(b) PROHIBITED USE  Cargo containers shall not be repurposed for use as a permanent accessory 

structure in any residential zoning district, the Center City Form Based Code area, or any Planned 

Unit Development (PUD) or Simple Planned Unit Development (SPUD) that does not specifically 

authorize the use of cargo containers.  Any facsimile thereof, even if manufactured for a different 

purpose, is also prohibited as a permanent accessory structure as set forth herein. 

 

(c) NON-CONFORMING USES  Any prohibited cargo container in existence as an accessory 

structure that has been issued a permit or has met all of the requirements for exceptions for a storage 

building permit as of the effective date of this ordinance shall be deemed a legal non-conforming use 

only for the purposes set forth in this section. If the container becomes dilapidated or is removed 

from the property for any reason, it cannot be replaced and must comply with the terms of this 

section. 

 

(e) TEMPORARY USE  Cargo containers may be temporarily located on property that is zoned for 

commercial or industrial use for no more than three (3) months within the same calendar year, 

provided that a building permit is issued for each such container.  Cargo containers cannot be 

vertically stacked, and should not be placed in front of the principal structure, but must be located at 

the side or rear of the structure to minimize any visual impact from abutting streets.  As this is a 

temporary use, the cargo containers may occupy no more than ten percent of the required parking for 

the on-site principal use. 

 

3. Use as Permanent Principal Structures.   

 

Cargo containers shall not be repurposed for use as a permanent principal structure in any residential 

zoning district, the Center City Form Based Code area, or any PUD or SPUD that does not 

specifically authorize the use of cargo containers.  Any facsimile thereof, even if manufactured for a 

different purpose, is also prohibited as a permanent principal structure as set forth herein.  Any cargo 

container permanently placed in accordance with this provision shall be safely anchored to a 

permanent foundation 
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Date: 

To: 

Through: 
From: 

Subject: 

February 8, 2019 

Mayor and Councilmembers 

Kathryn L. Walker, Interim City Attom.;?:~J 
Kristina Bell, Assistant City Attorney ~ 

Conversion Therapy Ban Resolution 

BACKGROUND 

Staff was asked to prepare a resolution urging the Oklahoma State Legislature to pass 
House Bill (HB) 2456 (attached as Exhibit 1 ), which creates the Youth Mental Health 
Protection Act, prohibiting health care and mental health professionals from providing 
conversion therapy to persons under eighteen (18) years of age. 

At its January 28, 2019, Human Rights Commission (HRC) meeting, the HRC discussed 
HB 2456 and voted unanimously to recommend that City Council adopt a resolution in 
support of the bill and urging the Oklahoma State Legislature to pass it this legislative 
session. 

DISCUSSION 

Sage Mauldin, a Norman Human Rights Commissioner and also Adjunct Professor of 
Human Relations in the Department of Human Relations and an Affiliate Faculty 
Member of the Women's and Gender Studies Program at the University of Oklahoma, 
authored HB 2456, which is sponsored by Representative Jason Dunnington. 

HB 2456 creates the Youth Mental Health Protection Act, which would be codified at 59 
O.S. §§ 1925.19 - 1925.21. It defines "conversion therapy" as "any practice or treatment 
that seeks to change a person's sexual orientation or gender identity, including, but not 
limited to, any effort to change behaviors or gender expressions or to eliminate or reduce 
sexual or romantic attractions or feelings toward persons of the same sex." 

The bill provides that "conversion therapy" does not include "counseling or mental health 
services that provide acceptance, support and understanding of a person without seeking 
to change sexual orientation or gender identity" or "mental health services that facilitate a 
person' s coping, social support, sexual orientation or gender identity exploration and 
development, including, but not limited to, an intervention to prevent or address unlawful 
conduct or unsafe sexual practices, without seeking to change sexual orientation or 
gender identity." 

The prohibition of conversion therapy would state "[n]o provider, as defined in Section 
725.2 of Title 59 of the Oklahoma Statutes, shall provide conversion therapy to any 
person under eighteen ( 18) years of age. The provision of conversion therapy in violation 
of the provisions of the Youth Mental Health Protection Act shall be grounds for 
disciplinary action by the provider's licensing board." 59 O.S. § 725.2 (attached as 
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Exhibit 2), is entitled, "Right to Use Word 'Doctor' or Abbreviation Thereof' and lists 
nine classes of persons who shall have the right to be referred to as a doctor. 

HB 2456 also amends the following statutory provisions to add the provision of 
conversion therapy to minors as grounds for discipline and/or refusal to admit, reinstate, 
or suspend a license imposed by various medical boards: 

1) 59 O.S. § 567.8 (Disciplinary action under Oklahoma Nursing Practice Act -
Oklahoma Board of Nursing); 

2) 59 O.S. § 509 (Definition of "unprofessional conduct" - Oklahoma Allopathic 
Medical and Surgical Licensure and Supervision Act); 

3) 59 O.S. § 637 (Refusal, Suspension, or Revocation of License under 
Oklahoma Osteopathic Medicine Act - State Board of Osteopathic 
Examiners); 

4) 59 O.S. § 1370 (Disciplinary Action/Suspension, Probation, or Revocation of 
License under Psychologists Licensing Act - State Board of Examiners of 
Psychologists); 

5) 59 O.S. § 1912 (Denial, Revocation, Suspension, or Probation of License 
under Licensed Professional Counselors Act - State Board of Behavioral 
Health Licensure); 

6) 59 O.S. § 1925.15 (Denial, Revocation, Suspension, or Probation of License 
under Marital and Family Therapist Licensure Act - State Board of 
Behavioral Health Licensure); and 

7) 59 O.S. 1941 (Denial, Revocation, Suspension, or Probation of License under 
Licensed Behavioral Practitioner Act - State Board of Behavioral Health). 

HB 2456 is not applicable to religious non-licensed practitioners but rather only to 
licensed medical and mental health professionals as outlined above. If passed, these 
changes to the law would become effective November 1, 2019. 

Currently, fifteen (15) states (Hawaii, Washington, Oregon, Nevada, California, New 
Mexico, Illinois, Maryland, Delaware, New Jersey, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New 
York, Vermont, and New Hampshire) and the District of Columbia have laws banning 
conversion therapy for minors. 

The American Psychiatric Association has consistently opposed the practice of 
conversion therapy since 1998 and issued a public statement in 2013 warning that 
conversion therapy represents "a significant risk of harm by subjecting individuals to 
forms of treatment with have not been scientifically validated and by undermining self
esteem when sexual orientation fails to change." The American Psychological 
Association, American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, and American 
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School Counselor Association also oppose the practice of conversion therapy, concluding 
that sexual orientation and gender identity change efforts can pose critical health risks to 
LGBTQ people, including depression, suicide, substance abuse, self-hatred, and a feeling 
of being dehumanized. 

RECOMMENDATION 

A draft resolution urging the Oklahoma State Legislature to pass House Bill 2456 is 
attached for your review and consideration as Exhibit 3. Staff will be available at the 
February 12, 2019, City Council Conference to answer questions and receive feedback 
and direction. 

Cc: Mary Rupp, Interim City Manager 
Brenda Hall, City Clerk 



1 STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

2 1st Session of the 57th Legislature (20 19 ) 

3 HOUSE BILL 2456 By: Dunnington 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
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13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

AS INTRODUCED 

An Act relating to professions and occupations; 
creating the Youth Mental Health Protection Act ; 
defining terms ; prohibiting conversion therapy for 
certain persons; amending 59 o . s . 2011 , Section 509, 
as amended by Section 2 , Chapter 175 , O. S.L . 2018 (59 
O. S . Supp . 2018 , Section 509) , which relates to the 
Oklahoma Allopathic Medical and Surgical Licensure 
and Supervision Act ; modifying unprofessional 
conduct ; amending 59 O . S . 2011 , Section 567 . 8 , as 
last amended by Section 1 , Chapter 72 , O. S . L. 2018 
(59 O . S . Supp. 2018 , Section 567 . 8) , which relates to 
the Nursing Practice Act ; modifying criteria for 
imposition of disciplinary action ; amending 59 O.S. 
2011 , Section 637 , which relates to the Oklahoma 
Osteopathic Medicine Act; modifying criteria for 
imposition of disciplinary action ; amending 59 O. S . 
2011 , Section 1370 , as last amended by Section 7 , 
Chapter 169, O. S.L . 2016 (59 O. S . Supp . 2018 , Section 
1370 ) , which relates to the Psychologists Licensing 
Act ; modifying criteria for imposition of 
disciplinary action ; amending 59 O. S . 2011 , Section 
1912 , as last amended by Section 11 , Chapter 183 , 
O.S.L . 2015 (59 O . S. Supp . 2018 , Section 1912) , which 
relates to the Licensed Professional Counselors Act ; 
modifying criteria for imposition of disciplinary 
action; amending 59 O. S . 2011 , Section 1925 . 15 , as 
last amended by Section 12 , Chapter 183 , O. S . L. 2015 
(59 O. S . Supp . 2018 , Section 1925 . 15) , which relates 
to the Marital and Family Therapist Licensure Act; 
modifying criteria for imposition of disciplinary 
acti on ; amending 59 O . S . 2011, Section 1941, as las t 
amended by Section 13 , Chapter 183 , O. S . L . 2015 (59 
O.S . Supp . 2018 , Section 1941) , which relates to the 
Licensed Behavioral Practitioner Act ; modifying 
criteria for imposition of disciplinary action; 

EXHIBIT 
Req. No. 5471 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

providing for codification ; and providing an 
effective date . 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA : 

6 SECTION 1 . NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified 

7 in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 1925 . 19 of Title 59 , unless 

8 there is created a dupljcation in numbering , reads as follows : 

9 Sections 1 through 3 of this act shall be known and may be cited 

10 as the " Youth Mental Health Protection Act ". 

11 SECTION 2 . NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified 

12 in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 1925 . 20 of Title 59 , unless 

13 there is created a duplication in numbering , reads as follows : 

14 As used in the Youth Mental Health Protection Act : 

15 l. "Conversion therapy" means any practice or treatment that 

16 seeks to change a person ' s sexual orientation or gender identity, 

17 including , but not limited to , any effort to change behaviors or 

18 gender expressions or to eliminate or reduce sexual or romantic 

19 attractions or feelings toward persons of the same sex . " Conversion 

20 therapy " does not mean : 

21 a. counseling or mental health services that provide 

22 acceptance , support and understanding of a person 

23 without seeking to change sexual orientation or gender 

24 identjty, or 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 2 . 

b . mental health services that facilitate a person's 

coping , social support , sexual orientation or gender 

identity exploration and development , including , but 

not limiLed to , an intervention to prevent or address 

unlawful conduct or unsafe sexual practices , without 

seeking to change sexual orientation or gender 

identity; 

"Gender identity" means the gender-related identity, 

9 appearance , mannerisms , or other gender- related characteristics of 

10 an individual , regardless of the individual ' s designated sex at 

11 birth ; and 

12 3. " Sexual orientation " means heterosexualily, homosexuality or 

13 bisexuality, whether actual or perceived . 

14 SECTION 3 . NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified 

15 in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 1925 . 21 of Title 59 , unless 

16 there is created a duplication in numbering , reads as follows : 

17 No provider , as defined in Section 725 . 2 of Title 59 of the 

18 Oklahoma Statutes , shall provide conversion therapy to any person 

19 under eighteen (18) years of age . The provision of conversion 

20 therapy in violation of the provisions of the Youth Mental Health 

21 Protection Act shall be grounds for disciplinary action by the 

22 provider's licensing board. 

23 

24 
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1 SECTION 4 . AMEN DA TORY 59 O. S . 2011 , Section 509 , as 

2 amended by Section 2 , Chapter 175 , O. S . L . 2018 (59 O. S. Supp . 2018 , 

3 Section 509) , is amended to read as follows : 

4 Section 509 . The words " unprofessional conduct " as used in 

5 Sections 481 th r ough 518 . 1 of this title are hereby declared to 

6 include , but shall not be limited to , the following : 

7 1 . Procuring , aiding or abetting a criminal operation ; 

8 2 . The obtaining of any fee or offering to accept any fee , 

9 present or other form of remuneration whatsoever , on the assurance 

10 or promise that a manifestly incurable disease can or will be cured ; 

11 3 . Willfully betraying a professional secret to the detriment 

12 of the patient ; 

13 4 . Habitual intemperance or the habitual use of habit-forming 

14 drugs ; 

15 5 . Conviction of a felony or of any offense involving moral 

16 turpitude ; 

17 6 . All advertising of medical business in which statements are 

18 made which are grossly untrue or improbable and calculated to 

19 mislead the public ; 

20 7 . Conviction or confession of a crime involving violation of : 

21 

22 

23 

24 

a. 

b . 

c . 

Req. No. 5471 

the antinarcotic or prohibition laws and regulations 

of the federal government , 

the laws of this state , or 

State Board of Health rules ; 
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1 8. Dishonorable or immoral conduct which is likely to deceive , 

2 defraud , or harm the public ; 

3 9 . The commission of any act which is a violation of the 

4 criminal laws of any state when such act is connected with the 

5 physician ' s practice of medicine . A complaint, indictment or 

6 confession of a criminal violation shall not be necessary for the 

7 enforcement of this provision . Proof of the commission of the act 

8 while in the practice of medicine or under the guise of the practice 

9 of medicine shall be unprofessional conduct ; 

10 10 . Failure to keep complete and accurate records of purchase 

11 and disposal of controlled drugs or of narcotic drugs ; 

12 11 . The writing of false or fictitious prescriptions for any 

13 drugs or narcotics declared by the laws of this state to be 

14 controlled or narcotic drugs ; 

15 12 . Prescribing or administering a drug or treatment without 

16 sufficient examination and the establishment of a valid physician-

17 patient relationship ; 

18 13 . The violation , or attempted violation , direct or indirect , 

19 of any of the provisions of the Oklahoma Allopathic Medical and 

20 Surgical Licensure and Supervision Act , either as a principal , 

21 accessory or accomplice ; 

22 14 . Aiding or abetting , directly or indirectly , the practice of 

23 medicine by any person nol duly authorized under the laws of this 

24 state ; 
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1 15 . The inability to practice medicine with reasonable skill 

2 and safe t y to patients by reason of age , illness , drunkenness , 

3 excessive use of drugs , narcotics , chemicals , or any other type of 

4 material or as a result of any mental or physical condition . In 

5 enforcing this subsection the St a te Board of Medical Licensure and 

6 Supervision may , upon probable cause , request a physician to submit 

7 to a mental or physical examination by physicians designated by it . 

8 If the physician refuses to submit to the examination , the Board 

9 shall issue an order requiring the physician to show cause why the 

10 physician will not submit to the e x amination and shall schedule a 

11 hearing on the order within thirty (30) days after notice is served 

12 on the physician . The physician shall be notified by either 

13 personal service or by certified mail with return receipt requested . 

14 At the hearing , the physician and the physician ' s attorney are 

15 entitled to present any testimony and other evidence to show why the 

16 physician should not be required to submit to the examination . 

17 After a complete hearing , the Board shall issue an order either 

18 requiring the physician to submit to the examination or withdrawing 

19 the request for examination. The medical license of a physician 

20 ordered to submit for examination may be suspended until the results 

21 of the exam1nat1on are received and reviewed by the Board ; 

22 16 . a . Prescribing , dispensing or administering of controlled 

23 substances or narcotic drugs in excess of the amount 

24 considered good medical practice , 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

b. 

c . 

prescribing , dispensing or administering controlled 

substances or narcotic drugs without medical need in 

accordance with pertinent licensing board standards , 

or 

prescribing , dispensing or administering opioid drugs 

in excess of the maximum dosage authorized under 

Section ~ 2- 3091 of this act Title 63 of the Oklahoma 

Statutes ; 

9 17 . Engaging in physical conduct with a patient which is sexual 

10 in nature , or in any verbal behavior which is seductive or sexually 

11 demeaning to a patient ; 

12 18 . Failure to maintain an office record for each patient which 

13 accurately reflects the evaluation , treatment , and medical necessity 

14 of treatment of the patient ; 

15 19 . Failure to provide necessary ongoing medical treatment when 

16 a doctor-patient relationship has been established , which 

17 relationship can be severed by either party providing a reasonable 

18 period of time is granted ; e-r 

19 20 . Failure to provide a proper and safe medical facility 

20 setting and qualified assistive personnel for a recognized medical 

21 act , including but not limited to an initial in-person patient 

22 examination , office surgery , diagnostic service or any other medical 

23 procedure or treatment. Adequate medical records to support 

24 
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1 diagnosis , procedure , treatment or prescribed medications must be 

2 produced and maintained ; o r 

3 21. Providing conversion therapy , as defined by Section 2 of 

4 !_his act , ___!_£_ a~ person under eighteen p8) years of age. 

5 SECTION 5. AMEN DA TORY 59 O. S. 2011 , Section 567.8 , as 

6 last amended by Section 1 , Chapter 72, O. S . L . 2018 (59 O. S . Supp . 

7 2018 , Section 567 . 8) , is amended to read as follows : 

8 Section 567 . 8 A. The Oklahoma Board of Nursing shall have the 

9 power to take any or all of the following actions : 

10 1 . To deny , revoke or suspend any : 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

a . 

b . 

c . 

d . 

e . 

f. 

g . 

licensure to practice as a Licensed Practical Nurse , 

single-state or multistate , 

licensure to practice as a Registered Nurse, single

state or multistate, 

multistate privilege to practice in Oklahoma , 

licensure to practice as an Advanced Practice 

Registered Nurse , 

certification to practice as an Advanced Unlicensed 

Assistant, 

authorization for prescriptive authority , or 

authority to order , select , obtain and administer 

drugs ; 

23 2 . To assess administrative penalties ; and 

24 
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1 3. To otherwise discipline applicants , licensees or Advanced 

2 Unlicensed Assistants. 

3 B. The Board shall impose a disciplinary action against the 

4 person pursuant to the provisions of subsection A of this section 

5 upon proof that the person: 

6 1. ls guilty of deceit or material misrepresentation in 

7 procuring or attempting to procure : 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 2 . 

a . 

b . 

a license to practice registered nursing , licensed 

practical nursing , and/or a license to practjce 

advanced practice registered nursing with or without 

either prescriptive authority recognition or 

authorization to order , select , obtain and administer 

drugs , or 

certification as an Advanced Unlicensed Assistant ; 

Is guilty of a felony , or any offense reasonably related to 

16 the qualifications , functions or duties of any licensee or Advanced 

17 Unlicensed Assistant, or any offense an essential element of which 

18 is fraud , dishonesty , or an act of violence , or for any offense 

19 involving moral turpitude , whether or not sentence is imposed , or 

20 any conduct resulting in the revocation of a deferred or suspended 

21 sentence or probation imposed pursuant to such conviction ; 

22 3 . Fails to adequately care for patients or to conform to the 

23 minimum standards of acceptable nursing or Advanced Unlicensed 

24 
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1 Assistant practice that , in the opinion of the Board , unnecessarily 

2 exposes a patient or other person to risk of harm ; 

3 4 . Is intemperate in the use of alcohol or drugs , which use the 

4 Board determines endangers or could endanger patients ; 

5 5 . Exhibits through a pattern of practice or other behavior 

6 actual or potential inability to practice nursing with sufficient 

7 knowledge or reasonable skills and safety due to impairment caused 

8 by illness , use of alcohol , drugs, chemicals or any other substance, 

9 or as a result of any mental or physical condition , including 

10 deterioration through the aging process or loss of motor skills , 

11 mental illness , or disability that results in inability to practice 

12 with reasonable Judgment , skill or safety ; provided , however, the 

13 provisions of this paragraph shall not be utilized in a manner that 

14 conflicts with the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities 

15 Act ; 

16 6 . Has been adjudicated as mentally incompetent , mentally ill , 

17 chemically dependent or dangerous to the public or has been 

18 committed by a court of competent jurisdiction , within or without 

19 this state ; 

20 7. Is guilty of unprofessional conduct as defined in the rules 

21 of the Board ; 

22 8. Is guilty of any act that jeopardizes a patient's life , 

23 health or safety as defined in the rules of the Board ; 

24 
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1 9 . Violated a rule promulgated by the Board , an order of the 

2 Board , or a state or federal law relating to the practice of 

3 registered , practical or advanced practice registered nursing or 

4 advanced unlicensed assisting , or a state or federal narcotics or 

5 controlled dangerous substance law ; 

6 10 . Has had disciplinary actions taken against the individual ' s 

7 registered or practical nursing license , advanced unlicensed 

8 assistive certification , or any professional or occupational 

9 license , registration or certification in this or any state , 

10 territory or country ; 

11 11 . Has defaulted and/or been terminated from the peer 

12 assistance program for any reason ; 

13 12 . Fails to maintain professional boundaries with patients , as 

l~ defined in the Board rules ; and/o r 

15 13 . Engages in sexual misconduct , as defined in Board rules , 

16 with a current or former patient or key pa r ty , inside or outside the 

17 health care setting ; and/or 

18 14 . Provides conversion therapy , as defined by Section 2 o f 

19 this act , to any person under eighteen (18) years of age . 

20 C. Any person who supplies the Board information in good faith 

21 shall not be liable in any way for damages with respect to giving 

22 such information . 

23 D. The Board may cause to be investigated all reported 

24 violations of the Oklahoma Nursing Practice Act . 
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1 E. The Board may authorize the Executive Director to issue a 

2 confidential letter of concern to a licensee when evidence does not 

3 warrant formal proceedings , but the Executive Director has noted 

4 indications of possible errant conduct that could lead to serious 

5 consequences and formal action . 

6 F . All individual proceedings before the Board shall be 

7 conducted in accordance with the Administrative Procedures Act. 

8 G. At a hearing the accused shall have the right to appear 

9 either personally or by counsel , or both , to produce witnesses and 

10 evidence on behalf of the accused, to cross-examine witnesses and to 

11 have subpoenas issued by the designated Board staff . If the accused 

12 is found guilty of the charges the Board may refuse to issue a 

13 renewal of license to the applicant , revoke or suspend a license, or 

14 otherwise discipline a licensee . 

15 H. A person whose license is revoked may not apply for 

16 reinstatement during the time period set by the Board . The Board on 

17 its own motion may at any time reconsider its action. 

18 I . Any person whose license is revoked or who applies for 

19 renewal of registration and who is rejected by the Board shall have 

20 the right to appeal from such action pursuant to the Administrative 

21 Procedures Act . 

22 J . 1 . Any person who has been determined by the Board to have 

23 violated any provisions of the Oklahoma Nursing Practice Act or any 

24 rule or order issued pursuant thereto shall be liable for an 
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1 administrative penalty not to exceed Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) 

2 for each count for which any holder of a certificate or license has 

3 been determinea to be in violation of the Oklahoma Nursing Practice 

4 Act or any rule promulgated or order issued pursuant thereto. 

5 2 . The amount of the penalty shall be assessed by the Board 

6 pursuant to the provisions of this section , after notice and an 

7 opportunity for hearing is given to the accused . In determining the 

8 amount of the penalty , the Board shall include , but not be limited 

9 to , consideration of the nature , circumstances , and gravity of the 

10 violation and , with respect to the person found to have committed 

11 the violation , the degree of culpability, the effect on ability of 

12 the person to continue to practice , and any show of good faith in 

13 attempting to achieve compliance with the provisions of the Oklahoma 

14 Nursing Practice Act . 

15 K. The Board shall retain jurisdiction over any person issued a 

16 license , certificate or temporary license pursuant to this act , 

17 regardless of whether the license , certificate or temporary license 

18 has expired , lapsed or been relinquished during or after the alleged 

19 occurrence or conduct prescribed by this act . 

20 L . In the event disciplinary action is imposed , any person so 

2i disciplined shall be responsible for any and all costs associated 

22 with satisfaction of the discipline imposed. 

23 M. In the event disciplinary action is imposed in an 

24 administrative proceeding , the Board shall have the authority to 
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1 recover the monies expended by the Board in pursuing any 

2 disciplinary action , including but not limited to costs of 

3 investigation , probation or monitoring fees , administrative costs , 

4 witness fees , attorney fees and court costs . This authority shall 

5 be in addition to the Board ' s authority to impose discipline as set 

6 out in subsection A of this section. 

7 N. The Executive Director shall immediately suspend the license 

8 of any person upon proof that the person has been sentenced Lo a 

9 period of continuous incarceration serving a penal sentence for 

10 commission of a misdemeanor or felony . The suspension shall remain 

11 in effect until the Board acts upon the licensee ' s written 

12 application for reinstatement of the license . 

13 0 . When a majority of the officers of the Board , which 

14 constitutes the President , Vice President and Secretary/Treasurer, 

15 find that preservation of the public health , safety or welfare 

16 requires immediate action , summary suspension of licensure or 

17 certification may be ordered before the filing of a sworn complaint 

18 or at any other time before the outcome of an individual proceeding . 

19 The summary suspension of licensure or certification may be ordered 

20 wjthout compliance with the requirements of the Oklahoma Open 

21 Meeting Act. Within seven (7) days after the summary suspension , 

22 the licensee shall be notified by letter that summary suspension has 

23 occurred . The summary suspension letter shall include notice of the 

24 date of the proposed hearing to be held in accordance with Oklahoma 
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1 Administrative Code 485 : 10-11-2 and the Administrative Procedures 

2 Act, within ninety (90) days of the date of the summary suspension 

3 letter , and shall be signed by one of the Board officers . 

4 P. In any proceeding in which the Board is required to serve an 

5 order on an individual , the Board may send such material to the 

6 individual ' s address of record with the Board. If the order is 

7 returned with a notation by the United States Postal Service 

8 indicating that it is undeliverable for any reason , and the records 

9 of the Board indicate that the Board has not received any change of 

10 address since the order was sent , as required by the rules of the 

11 Board, the order and any subsequent material relating to the same 

12 matter sent to the most recent address on file with the Board shall 

13 be deemed by the court as having been legally served for all 

14 purposes. 

15 SECTION 6 . AMENDATORY 59 O.S . 2011 , Section 637 , is 

16 amended to read as follows: 

17 Section 637 . A. The State Board of Osteopathic Examiners may 

18 refuse to admit a person to an examination or may refuse to issue or 

19 reinstate or may suspend or revoke any license issued or reinstated 

20 by the Board upon proof that the applicant or holder of such a 

21 license: 

22 1 . Has obtained a license , license renewal or authorization to 

23 sit for an examination, as the case may be , through fraud , 

24 deception, misrepresentation or bribery; or has been granted a 
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1 license , license renewal or authorization to sit for an e xamination 

2 based upon a material mistake of fact ; 

3 2 . Has engaged in the use or employment of dishonesty , fraud , 

4 misrepresentation , false promise , false pretense , unethical conduct 

5 or unprofessional conduct , as may be determined by the Board , in the 

6 performance of the functions or duties of an osteopathic physician , 

7 including but not limited to the following : 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

] 3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

a . 

b . 

c . 

d . 

obtaining or attempting to obtain any fee , charge , 

tuition or other compensation by fraud , deception or 

misrepresentation ; willfully and continually 

overcharging or overtreating patients ; or charging for 

visits to the physician ' s office which did not occur 

or for services which were not rendered , 

using i n timidation , coercion or deception to obtain or 

retain a patient or discourage the use of a second 

opinion or consultation , 

willfully performing inappropriate or unnecessary 

treatment , diagnostic tests or osteopathic medical or 

surgical services , 

delegating professional responsibilities to a person 

who is not qualified by training , skill , c ompetenc y , 

age , experience or licensure to perform them, noting 

23 that delegation may only occur within an appropriate 

24 doctor/patient relationship , wherein a proper patient 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

e. 

f. 

g . 

record is maintained including , but not limited to , at 

the minimum, a current history and physical , 

misrepresenting that any disease , ailment , or 

infirmity can be cured by a method , procedure , 

treatment , medicine or device , 

acting in a manner which results in final disciplinary 

action by any professional society or association or 

hospital or medical staff of such hospital in this or 

any other state , whether agreed to voluntarily or not , 

if the action was in any way related to professional 

conduct , professional competence , malpractice or any 

other violation of the Oklahoma Osteopathic Medicine 

Act , 

signing a blank prescription form ; or dispensing, 

15 prescribing , administering or otherwise distributing 

16 any drug , controlled substance or other treatment 

17 without sufficient examination or the establishment of 

18 a physician/patient relationship, or for other than 

19 medically accepted therapeutic or experimental or 

20 investigational purpose duly authorized by a state or 

21 federal agency , or not in good faith to relieve pair. 

22 and suffering , or not to treat an ailment , physical 

23 infirmity or disease , or violating any state or 

24 federal law on controlled dangerous substances , 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

h . 

i. 

j . 

k . 

1. 

m. 

engaging in any sex ual activity within a 

physician/patient relationship , 

terminating the care of a patient without adequate 

notice or without making other arrangements for the 

continued care of the patient , 

failing to furnish a copy of a patient ' s medical 

records upon a proper request from the patient or 

legal agent of the patient or another physician ; or 

failing to comply with any other law relating to 

medical reco r ds , 

failing to comply with any subpoena issued by the 

Board , 

violating a probation agreement or order with this 

Board or any other agency , and 

failing to keep complete and accurate records of 

purchase and disposal of controlled drugs or narcotic 

drugs ; 

18 3 . Has engaged in gross negligence , gross malpractice or gross 

19 incompetence ; 

20 4 . Has engaged in repeated acts of negligence , malpractice or 

21 incompetence ; 

22 5 . Has been finally adjudicated and found guilty , or entered a 

23 plea of guilty or nolo contendere in a criminal prosecution , for any 

24 offense reasonably related to the qualifications , functions or 
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1 duties of an osteopathic physician, or for any offense involving 

2 moral turpitude , whether or not sentence is imposed , and regardless 

3 of the pendency of an appeal; 

4 6 . Has had the authority to engage in the activities regulated 

5 by the Board revoked , suspended , restricted , modified or limited , or 

6 has been reprimanded, warned or censured , probated or otherwise 

7 disciplined by any other state or federal agency whether or not 

8 voluntarily agreed to by the physician including , but not limited 

9 to, the denial of licensure , surrender of the license , permit or 

10 authority , allowing the license , permit or authority to expire or 

11 lapse , or discontinuing or limiting the practice of osteopathic 

12 medicine pending disposition of a complaint or completion of an 

13 investigation ; 

14 7. Has violated , or failed to comply with provisions of any act 

15 or regulation administered by the Board ; 

16 8 . Is incapable, for medical or psychiatric or any other good 

17 cause , of discharging the functions of an osteopathic physician in a 

18 manner consistent with the public ' s health , safety and welfare ; 

19 9 . Has been guilty of advertising by means of knowingly false 

20 or deceptive statements ; 

21 10. Has been guilty of advertising , practicing, or attempting 

22 to practice under a name other than one 's own ; 

23 11 . Has violated o r refused to comply with a lawful order of 

24 the Board ; 
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1 12 . Has been guilty of habitual drunkenness , or habitual 

2 addiction to the use of morphine , cocaine or other habit-forming 

3 drugs ; 

4 13 . Has been guilty of personal offensive behavior, which would 

5 include , but not be limited to obscenity , lewdness , molestation and 

6 other acts of moral turpitude ; d-i'*i 

7 14 . Has been adjudicated to be insane , or incompetent , or 

8 admitted to an institution for the treatment of psychiatric 

9 disorders ; and 

10 15 . Has provided conversion therapy , as defined by Section 2 of 

11 this act , to any person under eighteen (18) years of age . 

12 B. The State Board of Osteopathic Examiners shall neither 

13 refuse to renew, nor suspend, nor revoke any license , however , for 

14 any of these causes , unless the person accused has been given at 

15 least twenty (20) days ' notice in writing of the charge against him 

16 or her and a public hearing by the State Board provided , Lhree-

17 fourths (3/4) of a quorum present at a meeting may vote to suspend a 

18 license in an emergency situation if the licensee affected is 

19 provided a public hearing within thirty (30) days of the emergency 

20 suspension . 

21 C. The State Board of Osteopathic Examiners shall have the 

22 power to order or subpoena the attendance of witnesses , the 

23 inspection of records and premises and the production of relevant 

24 books and papers for the investigation of matters that may come 
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1 before them . The presiding officer of said Board shall have the 

2 authority to compel the giving of testimony as is conferred on 

3 courts of justice . 

4 D. Any osteopathic physician in the State of Oklahoma whose 

5 license to practice osteopathic medicine is revoked or suspended 

6 under the previous paragraphs of this section shall have the right 

7 to seek judicial review of a ruling of the Board pursuant to the 

8 Administrative Procedures Act . 

9 E . The Board may enact rules and regulations pursuant to the 

10 Administrative Procedures Act setting out additional acts of 

11 unprofessional conduct ; which acts shall be grounds for refusal to 

12 issue or reinstate , or for action to condition , suspend or revoke a 

13 license . 

14 SECTION 7 . AMEN DA TORY 59 O.S . 2011 , Section 1370 , as 

15 last amended by Section 7 , Chapter 169 , O. S . L . 2016 (59 O . S . Supp . 

16 2018 , Section 1370) , is amended co read as follows : 

17 Section 1370 . A . A psychologist and any other persons under 

18 the supervision of the psychologist shall conduct their professional 

19 activities in conformity with ethical and professional standards 

20 promulgated by the State Board of Examiners of Psychologists by 

21 rule . 

22 B . The Board shall have the power and duty to suspend , place on 

23 probation , require remediation, revoke any license to praccice 

24 psychology , impose an administrative fine not co exceed Five 
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1 Thousand Dollars ($5 , 000 . 00) per incident , or assess reasonable 

2 costs o r to take any other action specified in the rules whenever 

3 the Board s h all find by clear and convincing evidence that the 

4 psychologist has engaged in a n y o f the following acts or offenses : 

5 1. Fraud in applying for or procuring a license to practice 

6 psychology ; 

7 2 . Inunoral , unprofessional , or dishonorable conduct as defined 

8 in the rules promulgated by the Board ; 

9 3 . Practicing psychology in a manner as to endanger the welfare 

10 of clients or patien ts ; 

11 4 . Conviction of a felony crime that substantially relates to 

12 the business practices of psychology or poses a reasonable threat to 

13 public safety ; 

14 5 . Harassment , intimidation , or abuse , sexual or otherwise , of 

15 a client or patient ; 

16 6 . Engaging in sexual intercourse or other sexual contact with 

17 a client or patient ; 

18 7 . Use of repeated untruthful , deceptive or improbable 

19 statements concerning the licensee ' s qualifications or the effects 

20 or results of proposed treatment , including practicing outside of 

21 the psychologist ' s professional competence established by education , 

22 training , and experience ; 

23 8 . Gross malpractice or repeated malpractice or gross 

24 negligence in the practice of psychology ; 
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1 9 . Aiding or abetting the practice of psychology by a n y person 

2 not approved by the Board or not otherwise exempt from the 

3 provisions of Section 1351 et seq . of this title ; 

4 10 . Conviction of or pleading guilty or nolo contendere to 

5 fraud in filing Medicare or Medicaid claims or in filing claims with 

6 any third-party payor . A copy of the record of plea or conviction , 

7 certified by the clerk of the court entering the plea or conviction , 

8 shall be conclusive evidence of the plea or conviction ; 

9 11 . Exercising undue i nf luence in a manner to exploit the 

10 client , patient , student , or supervisee for financial advantage 

11 beyond the payment of professional fees or for other personal 

12 advantage to the practitioner or a third party ; 

13 12. The suspension or revocation by another state of a license 

14 to practice psychology . A certified copy of the record of 

15 suspension or revocation o f the state making such a suspension or 

16 revocation shall be conclusive evidence thereof ; 

17 13 . Refusal to appear before the Board after having been 

18 ordered to do so in writing by the executive officer or chair of the 

19 Board ; 

20 14 . Making any fraudulent or untrue statement to the Board ; 

21 15 . Violation of the code of ethics adopted in the rules and 

22 regulations of the Board ; d-fHi 

23 16. Inability to practice psychology with reasonable skill and 

24 safety to patients or clients by reason of illness , inebriation , 
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1 misuse of drugs , narcotics , alcohol , chemicals , or any other 

2 substance , or as a result of any mental or physical condition ; and 

3 17 . Providing conversion therapy, as defined by Section 2 of 

4 this act , to al}_y_ persoI]_~der eighteen (18) years of ~· 

5 C . No license shall be suspended or revoked nor the licensee 

6 placed on probation or reprimanded until the licensee has been given 

7 an opportunity for a hearing before the Board pursuant to the 

8 provisions of subsection D of this section. Whenever the Board 

9 determines that there has been a violation of any of the provisions 

10 of the Psychologists Licensing Act or of any order of the Board , it 

11 shall give written notice to the alleged violator specifying the 

12 cause of complaint. The notice shall require that the alleged 

13 violator appear before the Board at a time and place specified in 

14 the notice and answer the charges specified in the notice . The 

15 notice shall be delivered to the alleged violator in accordance with 

16 the provisions of subsection E of this section not less than ten 

17 (10) days before the time set for the hearing . 

18 O. On the basis of the evidence produced at the hearing , the 

19 Board shall make findings of fact and conclusions of law and enter 

20 an order thereon in writing or stated in the record . A final order 

21 adverse to the alleged violator shall be in writing. An order 

22 stated in the record shall become effective immediately , provided 

23 the Board gives written notice of the order to the alleged violator 

24 and to the other persons who appeared at the hearing and made 
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1 written request for notice of the order. If the hearing is held 

2 before any person other than the Board itself , such person shall 

3 transmit the record of the hearing together with recommendations for 

4 findings of fact and conclusions of law to the Board, which shall 

5 thereupon enter its order . The Board may enter its order on the 

6 basis of such record or , before issuing its order , require 

7 additional hearings or further evidence to be presented . The order 

8 of the Board shall become final and binding on all parties unless 

9 appea led to the district court as provided for in the Administrative 

10 Procedures Act . 

11 E. Except as otherwise expressly provided for by law, any 

12 notice , order , or other instrument issued by or pursuant to the 

13 authority of the Board may be served on any person affected , by 

14 publication or by mailing a copy of the notice , order , or other 

15 instrument by registered mail directed to the person affected at the 

16 last-known post office address of such person as s hown by the fi les 

17 or records of the Board . Proof of the service shall be made as in 

18 case of service of a summons or by publication in a civil action . 

19 Proof of mailing may be made by the affidavit of the person who 

20 mailed the notice . Proof of service shall be filed in the office of 

21 the Board . 

22 F. Every certificate or affidavit of service made and filed as 

23 provided for in this section shall be prima facie evidence of the 

24 facts stated therein , and a certified copy thereof shall have same 
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1 force and effect as the original certificate or affidavit of 

2 service. 

3 G. If the psychologist fails or refuses to appear , the Board 

4 may proceed to hearing and determine the charges in his or her 

5 absence. If the psychologist pleads guilty , or if upon hearing the 

6 charges , a majority of the Boa r d finds them to be true, the Board 

7 may enter an order suspending or revoking the license of the 

8 psychologist , reprimanding the psychologist, or placing the 

9 psychologist on probation or any combination of penalties authorized 

10 by the provisions of this section. 

11 H. The secretary of the Board shall preserve a record of all 

12 proceedings of the hearings and shall furnish a transcript of the 

13 hearings to the defendant upon request . The defendant shall prepay 

14 the actual cost of preparing the transcript . 

15 I. Upon a vote of four of its members , the Board may restore a 

16 license which has been revoked , reduce the period of suspension or 

17 probation , or withdraw a reprimand. 

18 J . As used in this section : 

19 1 . " Substantially relates " means the nature of criminal conduct 

20 for which the person was convicted has a direct bearing on the 

21 fitness or ability to perform one or more of the duties or 

22 responsibilities necessarily related to the occupation ; and 

23 2 . " Poses a reasonable threat " means the nature of criminal 

24 conduct for which the person was convicted involved an act or threat 
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1 of ha rm against another and has a bearing on the fitness or ability 

2 to serve the public or work with others in the occupation . 

3 K. The Board may keep confidential its investigative files . 

4 SECTION 8 . AMEN DA TORY 59 O. S. 2011 , Section 1912 , as 

5 last amended by Section 11 , Chapter 183 , O.S . L. 2015 (59 o . s . Supp . 

6 2018 , Section 1912) , is amended to read as follows : 

7 Section 1912 . A. The State Board of Behavioral Health 

8 Licensure may deny , revoke , suspend or place on probation any 

9 license or specialty designation issued pursuant to the provisions 

10 of the Licensed Professional Counselors Act to a licensed 

11 professional counselor , if the person has : 

12 1 . Been convicted of a felony crime that substantially relates 

13 to the practice of counseling or poses a reasonable threat to public 

14 safety ; 

15 2. Been convicted of a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude ; 

16 3. Engaged in fraud or deceit in connection with services 

17 rendered or in establishing n e eded qualifications pursuant to the 

18 provisions of this act ; 

19 4 . Knowingly aided or abetted a person not licensed pursuant to 

20 these provisions in representing himself as a licensed professional 

21 counselor in this state; 

22 5 . Engaged in unprofessional conduct as defined by the rules 

23 established by the Board ; 

24 
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1 6. Engaged in negligence or wrongful actions in the performance 

2 of his or her duties ; e-r 

3 7. Misrepresented any information requi1ed in obtaining a 

4 1 icense ; or 

5 8. Provided conversion thera2y 1 as defined by Section 2 of this 

6 act , to any person under eighteen (18) years of age . 

7 B . If the Board determines that a felony conviction of an 

8 applicant renders the convicted applicant unfit to practice 

9 counseling , the Board shall provide notice and opportunity to the 

10 applicant , by certified mail at the last-known address, for an 

11 administrative hearing to contest such determination before the 

12 Board may deny the application . The request shall be made by the 

13 applicant within fifteen (15) days of receipt of the notice . 

14 C. No license or specialty designation shall be suspended or 

15 revoked , nor a licensed professional counselor placed on probation 

16 until notice is served upon the licensed professional counselor and 

17 a hearing is held in conformity with Article II of the 

18 Administrative Procedures Act . 

19 D. As used in this section : 

20 1. " Substantially relates " means the nature of criminal conduct 

21 for which the person was convicted has a direct bearing on the 

22 fitness or ability to perform one or more of the duties or 

23 responsibilities necessarily related to the occupation ; and 

24 
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1 2 . "Poses a reasonable threat " means the nature of criminal 

2 conduct for which the person was convicted involved an act or threat 

3 of harm against another and has a bearing on the fitness or ability 

4 to serve the public or work with others in the occupation . 

5 SECTION 9 . AMEN DA TORY 59 0 . S . 2011 , Section 1925 . 15 , as 

6 last amended by Section 12 , Chapter 183 , O. S.L . 2015 (59 0 . S . Supp . 

7 2018 , Section 1925 . 15 ) , is amended to read as follows : 

8 Section 1925.15 A. The State Board of Behavioral Health 

9 Licensure may deny , revoke , suspend or place on probation any 

10 license issued subject to the provisions of the Marital and Family 

11 Therapist Licensure Act , if the person has: 

12 1 . Been convicted of a felony crime that substantially relates 

13 to the practice of counseling or poses a reasonable threat to public 

14 safety ; 

15 2 . Been convicted of a misdemeanor crime involving moral 

16 turpitude ; 

17 3. Violated ethical standards of such a nature as to render the 

18 person found by the Board to have engaged in such violation unfit to 

19 practice marital and family therapy; 

20 4 . Misrepresented any information required in obtaining a 

21 license; 

22 5 . Engaged in fraud or deceit in connection with services 

23 rendered or in establishing needed qualifications pursuant to the 

24 provisions of the Marital and Family Therapist Licensure Act; 
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1 6. Knowingly aided or abetted a person not licensed pursuant to 

2 these provisions in representing himself or herself as a licensed 

3 marital and family therapist in this state ; 

4 7. Engaged in unprofessional conduct as defined by the rules 

5 promulgated by the Board ; er 

6 8 . Engaged in negligence or wrongful actions in the performance 

7 of the duties of such person ; or 

8 9. Provided conversion therapy , as defined by Section 2 of this 

9 act , to any person under eighteen (18) years of age . 

10 B. If the Board determines that a felony conviction of an 

11 applicant renders the convicted applicant unfit to practice 

12 counseling , the Board shall provide notice and opportunity to the 

13 applicant , by certified mail al the last-known address , for an 

14 administrative hearing to contest such determination before the 

15 Board may deny the application . The request shall be made by the 

16 applicant within fifteen (15) days of receipt of the notice. 

17 C. No license shall be suspended , revoked or placed on 

18 probation until notice is served upon the licensed marital and 

19 family therapist and a hearing is held in such manner as is required 

20 by the Marital and family Therapist Licensure Act . 

21 D. Any person who is determined by the Board to have violated 

22 any of the provisions of the Marital and Family Therapist Licensure 

23 Act or any rule promulgated or order issued pursuant thereto may be 

24 subject to an administrative penalty . The maximum fine shall not 
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1 e xceed Ten Thousand Dollars ($10 , 000 . 00) . All administrative 

2 penalties collected pursuant to the Marital and Family Therapist 

3 Licensure Act shall be deposited into the Licensed Marital and 

4 Family Therapist Revolving Fund . Administrative penalties imposed 

5 pursuant to this subsection shall be enforceable in the district 

6 courts of this state. 

7 E . As used in this section : 

8 1 . " Substantially relates " means the nature of criminal conduct 

9 for which the person was convicted has a direct bearing on the 

10 fit ness or ability to perform one or more of the duties or 

11 responsibilities necessarily related to the occupation ; and 

12 2 . " Poses a reasonable threat " means the nature of criminal 

13 conduct for which the person was convicted involved an act or threat 

14 of harm against another and has a bearing on the fitness or ability 

15 to serve the public or work with others in the occupation . 

16 SECTION 10 . AMENDATORY 59 O. S . 2011, Section 1941 , as 

17 last amended by Section 13 , Chapter 183 , O. S . L . 2015 (59 O. S . Supp . 

18 2018 , Section 1941) , is amended to read as follows : 

19 Section 1941 . A. The State Board of Behavioral Health 

20 Licensure may deny , revoke , suspend , or place on probation any 

21 license or specialty designation issued pursuant to the provisions 

22 of the Licensed Behavioral Practitioner Act to a licensed behavioral 

23 practitioner , if the person has : 

24 
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1 1 . Been convicted of a felony crime that substantially relates 

2 to the practice of behavioral health or poses a reasonable threat to 

3 public safety ; 

4 2 . Been convicted of a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude ; 

5 3 . Engaged in fraud or deceit in connection with services 

6 rendered or in establishing needed qualifications pursuant to the 

7 provisions of this act ; 

8 4. Knowingly aided or abetted a person not licensed pursuant to 

9 these provisions in representing himself or herself as a licensed 

10 behavioral practitioner in this state ; 

11 5 . Engaged in unprofessional conduct as defined by the rules 

12 established by the Board ; 

13 6 . Engaged in negligence or wrongful actions in the performance 

14 of the licensee ' s duties ; e£ 

15 7 . Misrepresented any information required in obtaining a 

16 license ; or 

17 8 . Provided conversion therapy , as defined by Section 2 of this 

18 act , to any person under eighteen (18) years of age. 

19 B. If the Board determines that a felony conviction of an 

20 applicant renders the convicted applicant unfit to practice 

21 counseling, the Board shall provide notice and opportunity to the 

22 applicant , by certified mail at the last-known address , for an 

23 administrative hearing to contest such determination before the 

24 

Req . No . 5471 Page 32 



1 Board may deny the application . The request shall be made by the 

2 applicant within fifteen (15) days of receipt of the notice. 

3 c. No license or specialty designation s hall be suspended or 

4 revoked , nor a licensed behavioral practitioner placed on probation , 

5 until notice is served upon the licensed behavioral practitioner and 

6 a hearing is held in conformity with Article II of the 

7 Administrative Procedures Act . 

8 D. As used in this section : 

9 1 . "Substantially relates " means the nature of criminal conduct 

10 for which the person was convicted has a direct bearing on the 

11 fitness or ability to perform one or more of the duties or 

12 responsibilities necessarily related to the occupation ; and 

13 2 . " Poses a reasonable threat " means the nature of criminal 

14 conduct for which the person was convicted involved an act or threat 

15 of harm against another and has a bearing on the fitness or ability 

16 to serve the public or work with others in the occupation . 

17 SECTION 11 . This act shall become effective November 1 , 2019 . 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 
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[filSection 725.2 - Right to Use Word "Doctor" or Abbreviation Thereof 

Cite as: O.S. §, __ 

A. The following nine classes of persons may use the word "Doctor", or an abbreviation thereof, and shall have 

the right to use, whether or not in conjunction with the word "Doctor", or any abbreviation thereof, the following 

designations: 

1. The letters "D.P.M." or the words podiatrist, doctor of podiatry, podiatric surgeon, or doctor of podiatric 

medicine by a person licensed to practice podiatry under the Podiatric Medicine Practice Act; 

2. The letters "D.C." or the words chiropractor or doctor of chiropractic by a person licensed to practice 

chiropractic under the Oklahoma Chiropractic Practice Act; 

3. The letters "D.D.S." or "D.M.D.", as appropriate, or the words dentist, doctor of dental surgery, or doctor of 

dental medicine, as appropriate, by a person licensed to practice dentistry under the State Dental Act; 

4. The letters "M.D." or the words surgeon, medical doctor, or doctor of medicine by a person licensed to practice 

medicine and surgery under the Oklahoma Allopathic Medical and Surgical Licensure and Supervision Act; 

5. The letters "O.D." or the words optometrist or doctor of optometry by a person licensed to practice optometry 

under Sections 581 through 606 of this title; 

6. The letters "D.O." or the words surgeon, osteopathic surgeon, osteopath, doctor of osteopathy, or doctor of 

osteopathic medicine by a person licensed to practice osteopathy under the Oklahoma Osteopathic Medicine Act; 

7. The letters "Ph.D.", "Ed.D.", or "Psy.D." or the words psychologist, therapist, or counselor by a person licensed 

as a health service psychologist pursuant to the Psychologists Licensing Act; 

8. The letters "Ph.D.", "Ed.D.", or other letters representing a doctoral degree or the words language pathologist, 

speech pathologist, or speech and language pathologist by a person licensed as a speech and language 

pathologist pursuant to the Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology Licensing Act and who has earned a 

doctoral degree from a regionally accredited institution of higher learning in the field of speech and language 

pathology; and 

9. The letters "Ph.D.", "Ed.D.", or other letters representing a doctoral degree or the word audiologist by a person 

licensed as an audiologist pursuant to the Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology Licensing Act and who has 

earned a doctoral degree from a regionally accredited institution of higher learning in the field of audiology. 
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B. Unless otherwise specifically provided in a particular section or chapter of the Oklahoma Statutes, the word 

"doctor" or "doctors" shall mean and include each of the nine classes of persons listed in subsection A and the 

word "physician" or "physicians", as provided in subsection C of this section. Any other person using the term 

doctor, or any abbreviation thereof, shall designate the authority under which the title is used or the college or 

honorary degree that gives rise to use of the title. 

C. Unless otherwise specifically provided in a particular section or chapter of the Oklahoma Statutes, the word 

"physician" or "physicians" shall mean and include each of the classes of persons listed in paragraphs 1 through 6 

of subsection A and the word "doctor" or "doctors" as provided in subsection B of this section. The term 

"physician" shall not include any person specified in paragraphs 7 through 9 of subsection A of this section unless 

such person is otherwise authorized to use such designation pursuant to this section. 

D. For purposes of this section , "provider" means and includes: 

I. Each of the nine classes of persons listed in subsection A of this section and referred to in subsections Band C 

of this section; and 

2. Any other person using the term doctor or any abbreviation thereof. 

E. Persons in each of the nine classes listed in subsection A, and referred to in subsections B and C, of this 

section shall identify through written notice, which may include the wearing of a name tag , the type of license 

under which the doctor is practicing, utilizing the designations provided in subsections A, B and C of this section. 

Each applicable licensing board is authorized by rule to determine how its license holders may comply with this 

disclosure requirement. 

F. 1. Any advertisement for health care services naming a provider shall: 

a. identify the type of license of the doctor utilizing the letters or words set forth in this section if the person is one 

of the classes of persons listed in subsection A of this section, and referred to in subsections Band C of this 

section, or 

b. utilize appropriate, accepted, and easily understood words or letters, which clearly show and indicate the 

branch of the healing art in which the person is licensed to practice and is engaged in, if the person is not one of 

the nine classes of persons listed in subsection A of this section, or referred to in subsections Band C of this 

section. 

2. The term "advertisement" includes any printed document including letterhead, video clip, or audio clip created 

by, for, or at the direction of the provider or providers and advertised for the purpose of promoting the services of 

the doctor or provider. 

G. 1. It shall be unlawful for any medical doctor, doctor of osteopathic medicine, doctor of dental surgery, doctor of 

dental medicine, doctor of optometry , doctor of podiatry, or doctor of chiropractic to make any deceptive or 

misleading statement, or engage in any deceptive or misleading act, that deceives or misleads the public or a 

prospective or current patient, regarding the training and the license under which the person is authorized to 

practice. 

2. The term "deceptive or misleading statement or act" includes, but is not limited to: 

a. such statement or act in any advertising medium, 

b. making a false statement regarding the education, skills, training, or licensure of a person, or 



c. in any other way describing the profession, skills, training, expertise, education, or licensure of a person in a 

fashion that causes the public, a potential patient, or current patient to believe that the person is a medical doctor, 

doctor of osteopathic medicine, doctor of dental surgery, doctor of dental medicine, doctor of optometry, doctor of 

podiatry, or doctor of chiropractic when that person does not hold such credentials. 

H. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, a person licensed in this state to perform speech pathology 

or audiology services is designated to be a practitioner of the healing art for purposes of making a referral for 

speech pathology or audiology services pursuant to the provisions of the Individuals with Disabilities Education 

Act, Amendment of 1997, Public Law 105-17, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 
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1280, c. 543, § 5, emerg. eff. July 1, 2004 (superseded document available); Amended by Laws 2009, HB 1569, 
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A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
NORMAN, OKLAHOMA, URGING THE OKLAHOMA STATE 
LEGISLATURE TO PASS HOUSE BILL 2456, CREATING THE 
YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH PROTECTON ACT PROHIBITING 
HEAL TH CARE AND MENTAL HEAL TH PROFESSIONALS 
FROM PROVIDING CONVERSION THERAPY TO PERSONS 
UNDER EIGHTEEN (18) YEARS OF AGE. 

R-1819-## 

§ 1. WHEREAS, the City of Norman is committed to the protection of civil rights and to 
building an inclusive community; and 

§ 2. WHEREAS, Resolution R-1516-65, passed by the Norman City Council on 
December 22, 2015, provides that the City's prohibition of sex discrimination 
included in the City's personnel policies and Civil Rights Ordinance (Chapter 7) be 
interpreted and administered to guard against the use of assumptions and stereotypes 
associated with sexual orientation and gender identity; and 

§ 3. WHEREAS, the City of Norman is home to several local equality advocacy groups 
who support the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer (LGBTQ) 
community, including their families and allies, who educate the community about the 
unique issues and challenges facing the LGBTQ community and advocate for 
changed attitudes and the creation of policies and laws that achieve full equality; and 

§ 4. WHEREAS, the City of Norman values the LGBTQ community as part of the City' s 
diversity to be celebrated; and 

§ 5. WHEREAS, fifteen (15) states and the District of Columbia have laws banning 
conversion therapy for minors; and 

§ 6. WHEREAS, the American Psychological Association, American Psychiatric 
Association, American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, and American 
School Counselor Association oppose the practice of conversion therapy, concluding 
that sexual orientation and gender identity change efforts can pose critical health 
risks to LGBTQ people, including depression, suicide, substance abuse, self-hatred, 
and a feeling of being dehumanized. 
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R-1819-## 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
NORMAN, OKLAHOMA: 

§ 7. THAT the City of Norman urges the Oklahoma State Legislature to pass House Bill 
2456, creating the Youth Mental Health Protection Act prohibiting health care and 
mental health professionals from providing conversion therapy to persons under 
eighteen ( 18) years of age. 

PASS ED AND ADOPTED this __ day of ____ , 2019. 

Mayor 
ATTEST: 

City Clerk 
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