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Property Location:  415 S Lahoma  


Chautauqua Historic District 
                                        
COA Request:   (HD Case 15-05a) Consideration of a Certificate of 


Appropriateness request for the installation of 6-foot side 
yard fences for property located at 415 S Lahoma.  


 
Applicant:   James Harp 
    415 S Lahoma 
    Norman, OK 73072 
 
Owner:   1972 Properties LLC 
 
A.  Background:   
 


1. Historical Information: 
2004 Chautauqua Historic District National Registry Nomination Survey 
states: 
This Minimal Traditional structure is regarded as non-contributing due to 
insufficient age—built ca. 1955.  This noncontributing, one-story, painted 
concrete block single dwelling has an asphalt-covered, front-gabled roof with a 
concrete block foundation.  The metal windows are casement.  The wood door 
is slab with a wood screen door.  The partial porch has a front-gabled roof 
supported by wrought iron supports.  Decorative details include wide boxed 
eaves, gable returns and scalloped wood work on the gable ends.  The house is 
noncontributing due to insufficient age. 
 
Sanborn Map Information: 
This structure was constructed in 1955 and therefore is not located on Sanborn 
maps. 
 


2. Property History - February 2, 2015 – A COA was granted for the exterior  
alterations to the primary structure which included  window and door 
replacement as well as modifications to the front porch. Also granted for the 
secondary structure were the removal of non-original addition and installation of 
a door.  


 
 3.  Project Description:   


The property owner, James Harp, is requesting an amendment to an existing  
Certificate of Appropriateness, for the installation of two 6-foot  connecting 
fences  that will extend from the sides of the house to the side property lines. 
He is making this request in order to provide security and privacy for the 
primary structure on the property. Both fences will set back two to three feet 
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from the front edge of the house. The fence on the south side of the house will 
extend from the edge of the house to the south property line, there is not a 
fence on the south property line. The north side fence will extend from the edge 
of the house to the existing fence located along the north property line.  
 
The applicant is proposing that both fences will be a standard wood stockade 
fence selected of similar design found in the fence palette as seen on page 32 
of the Historic Preservation Guidelines.  
 


 
B.   Analysis of Request: 


The Historic Preservation Handbook addresses the issue on non-contributing 
resources in 2.7 Guidelines for Non-contributing Resources with the 
following: 


.1 Preservation Guidelines Apply. The Historic Preservation Guidelines apply to 
all structures in Norman’s Historic Districts, both contributing and non-
contributing. 


 
.2 Support Harmony Between Old and New. Non-contributing structures shall be 
controlled only to the degree necessary to make them compatible with the general 
atmosphere of the district with regard to alterations, additions, changes to the site, 
and the like. As with all requests for certificates of appropriateness in historic 
districts, each project will be evaluated on its own merits for overall impact on the 
district as a whole. 


 
The Historic Preservation Handbook addresses the issue in 2.5 Guidelines 
for Fences and Masonry Walls with the following: 
 


.5 Side Yard Fences. Side yard fences of up to 4 feet in height may be approved by 
Administrative Bypass. Side yard fences taller than 4 feet require a COA. Side yard 
fences taller than 6 feet are prohibited. See Glossary for definition of side yard. 


  
Fences over 4 feet in height in the side yard require review by the Historic 
District Commission in order to ensure that the fence will not impact the historic 
structure or district due to location, materials, design, and/or scale. The 
proposed the 6-foot side yard fence is proposed to be located 2-3 feet behind 
the front edge of the house. Recently the Historic District Commission has not 
approved the request for the location of 6-foot fences along the sides of the 
primary structure as can be seen in similar request for 506 S Lahoma and 642 
S Lahoma. However, in both of those cases, neither of the involved structures 
were a non-contributing structure as is the case with this property. The 
reluctance to approve a 6-foot side yard fence was based upon a concern 
expressed by some Commissioners that the location of a 6-foot fence adjacent 
to a historic structure impacted the historic structure. However, given that this 
property is not a historic structure such an impact does not apply. As noted 
earlier, the applicant plans to utilize a design similar to one of the fence palette 
designs found in the Historic Preservation Guideline (page 32). 
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Since the 6-foot connecting side yard fences proposed are located behind the 
front edge of this non-contributing structure, its impact is limited. Staff finds the 
material, design and location meets the Guidelines and is compatible with the 
neighborhood.   
 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
Since both of the proposed fences meet the Historic Preservation Guidelines for 
materials, design and do not impact the structure, staff finds the side yard fence  
are compatible with the neighborhood and  recommends approval of the 
Certificate of Appropriateness.  
 
Action Required:  Motion to approve or reject requested Certificate of 
Appropriateness for 6-foot side yard fences as submitted.  
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Property Location:  710 Miller Avenue  


Chautauqua Historic District 
                                        
COA Request:   (HD Case 15-19) Consideration of a Certificate of 


Appropriateness request for the installation of an 8-foot 
rear yard fence and 6-foot side yard fence for property 
located at 710 S Miller Avenue. 


 
Applicant:   Alan Brooks (Contractor) 
    4409 Spyglass 
    Norman, OK 73072 
 
Owner:   Kris Partin & Clyde Hiskeh 
 
A.  Background:   
 


1. Historical Information: 
2004 Chautauqua Historic District National Registry Nomination Survey 
states: 
This Minimal Traditional structure is regarded as non-contributing due to 
insufficient age—built ca. 1954. The structure is brick with a poured concrete 
foundation and a cross-gabled roof. It has a partial porch with turned wood 
supports. The attached two-car garage has decorative, street-facing doors with 
divided fanlights. 
 
Sanborn Map Information: 
This structure was constructed in1954 and therefore is not located on Sanborn 
maps. 
 


2. Property History -    
 


May 7, 2012 - COA granted for 8-foot rear property line fence. Though 
approved this fence was never installed by the previous owners. 


 
 3.  Project Description:   


Property owners, Kris Partin and Clyde Hiskeh, have recently purchased this 
house at 710 Miller Avenue.  During the purchasing process the current 
property owners were told by the previous owners that they had been granted 
permission by the Historic District Commission to install the 8-foot fence along 
the rear property line, but had not done the installation. After the rear property 
line fence had been installed by the applicant (who is the contractor for the 
property owner), staff made contact with both the property owner and applicant 
on site to let them know that the previous Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
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fence had expired and that they would need to apply for a new Certificate of 
Appropriateness. As can be seen from the attached picture, the applicant is 
proposing to remove the existing 6-foot fence located along the rear property 
line and replace it with an 8-foot wood fence in order to screen their property 
from the alley view.  Properties behind them to the west front on Miller Lane and 
are situated at a slightly higher elevation than the subject property. The 
applicant believes an 8-foot fence will be high enough to afford them privacy in 
their back yard. In addition, for security and privacy reasons, the applicant is 
requesting 6-foot connector fence between the south side of the house and the 
existing 6-foot fence on the south property line as seen in the attached site 
plan.  
 
The applicant is proposing both fences to be a standard wood stockade fence 
with a design similar to the fence palette designs seen on page 32 of the 
Historic Preservation Guidelines.  
 


 
B.   Analysis of Request: 
 


The proposed 8-foot rear property line fence was installed by the property 
owner without a Certificate of Appropriateness. As noted earlier, there was 
Certificate of Appropriateness for an 8-foot rear property line fence approved in 
May of 2012, but this Certificate expired in May of 2013.  
 
As per Historic Preservation Handbook, the Historic District Commission will 
review the application as if the work had not already been carried out. 
 
The Historic Preservation Handbook addresses the issue on non-contributing 
resources in 2.7 Guidelines for Non-contributing Resources with the 
following: 


.1 Preservation Guidelines Apply. The Historic Preservation Guidelines apply to 
all structures in Norman’s Historic Districts, both contributing and non-
contributing. 


 
.2 Support Harmony Between Old and New. Non-contributing structures shall be 
controlled only to the degree necessary to make them compatible with the general 
atmosphere of the district with regard to alterations, additions, changes to the site, 
and the like. As with all requests for certificates of appropriateness in historic 
districts, each project will be evaluated on its own merits for overall impact on the 
district as a whole. 


 
 
The Historic Preservation Handbook addresses the issue in 2.5 Guidelines 
for Fences and Masonry Walls with the following: 
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.5 Side Yard Fences. Side yard fences of up to 4 feet in height may be approved by 
Administrative Bypass. Side yard fences taller than 4 feet require a COA. Side yard 
fences taller than 6 feet are prohibited. See Glossary for definition of side yard. 
 
.6 Rear Yard Fences. Rear yard fences of up to 6 feet in height may be 
approved by Administrative Bypass. Rear yard fences taller than 6 feet 
require a COA. Rear yard fences taller than 8 feet are prohibited by the 
Norman Zoning Ordinance. See Glossary for definition of rear yard. 
 


  
Fences over 8 feet in height  in rear yards and 6-foot in side yards require the 
review of the Historic District Commission in order to ensure that the fence will 
not impact the historic structure or district due to location, materials, design, 
and/or scale.  
 
The proposed the 8-foot rear property fence is visible from the front streetscape 
due to its location.  The proposed materials and design for both the rear and 
side yard panels  will be similar to one of the fence palette designs found in the 
Historic Preservation Guideline (page 32). 
 


 
 
While the proposed rear property line fence is taller than most fences in the 
Miller Historic District, it should be noted that it is only visible from the alley of 
Miller Lane. Since the owner desires more privacy than a six foot fence can 
give, due to the elevation difference between this property and the property 
located behind this house, it seems a reasonable request to grant a taller fence. 
This 8-foot fence will not impact this non-contributing structure nor the historic 
neighborhood since it is located on an alley. Due to its location, material, and 
design, staff finds the 8-foot rear property line fence to be compatible with the 
neighborhood.  
 
The proposed 6-foot side yard fence is proposed to be located approximately 8 
feet behind the front edge of the house. Recently the Historic District 
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Commission has not approved the request for the location of 6-foot fences 
along the sides of the primary structure as can be seen in similar request for 
506 S Lahoma and 642 S Lahoma. However, in both of those cases, neither of 
the involved structures were a non-contributing structure as is the case with this 
property. The reluctance to approve a 6-foot side yard fence was based upon a 
concern expressed by some Commissioners that the location of a 6-foot fence 
adjacent to a historic structure impacted the historic structure. However, given 
that this property is not a historic structure; such an impact does not seem to 
apply. Since the 6-foot fence proposed in the side yard fence is located behind 
the front edge of the house and the house is a non-contributing structure, its 
impact is limited. Staff finds the material, design and location meets the 
Guidelines and is compatible with the neighborhood. 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
Since both of the proposed fences meet the Historic Preservation Guidelines for 
materials, design and do not impact the structure, they are compatible with the 
Miller Historic neighborhood and staff would recommend the approval of this 
request for a Certificate of Appropriateness.  
 
Action Required:  Motion to approve or reject requested Certificate of 
Appropriateness for an 8-foot rear property line fence and a 6-foot side yard 
fence as submitted.  
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Property Location:  717 W Boyd Street 


Chautauqua Historic District 
                                        
COA Request:   (HD Case 15-20) Consideration of a Certificate of 


Appropriateness request for the replacement of rear door, 
replacement of 6-foot side yard fence, and replacement of 
windows on a non-original addition for property located at 
717 W Boyd Street, known as The Chouse.  


 
Applicant/Owner:  Quentin W. Bomgardner 
    717 W Boyd Street 
    Norman, OK 73069 
 
 
A.  Background:   
 


1. Historical Information: 
2004 Chautauqua Historic District National Registry Nomination Survey 
states: 


Mater Admirabilis Chapel.  This contributing circa 1926 Gothic Revival 
brick chapel, designed by architect Harold Gimeno, is currently used as a 
single family dwelling. The building was originally built as a chapel for 
OU Catholic students to attend and was titled Mater Admirabilis Chapel 
(Mother Most Admirable) in honor of the Virgin Mary. In recent decades 
with its conversion from a church to a house, the structure has come to 
be known as The Chouse, the combining of the words church and house.  
 
The building has a brick foundation and a steeply-pitched, asphalt-
covered, front-gabled roof with a stepped parapet.  The facade features 
a magnificent cast concrete Rose window and a tall pyramidal-roofed bell 
tower with exposed rafters and a long lancet arch on each side.  There is 
a concrete cornerstone to the east of the entry that includes the original 
name of the building and date of construction.  The chapel windows are 
wood, fixed, lancet and the double door is wood slab with a double brick 
lancet surround.  A shed-roofed, brick addition with six-over-one, metal, 
hung windows has been added on the northeast corner.   
 
The 1988 Historic Survey indicates that an addition was added to the 
northwest corner of the primary structure sometime prior to 1988 but post 
1938 which is supported by the 1944 Sanborn Maps. 
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Sanborn Map Information: 
The primary structure can be seen on the 1944 Sanborn map. 
 


2. Property History: 
  October and December 1998 – A COA was granted for the  


separate, one-story, brick outbuilding located in the rear. It was constructed in 
1999 and has a steeply-pitched, cross-gabled roof with exposed rafters; fixed, 
arched, vinyl windows; wood plank door; and, three decorative stones 
ornamenting the front wall between the door and window.  
 
February 2, 2015 - A COA was granted for the replacement of 4 aluminum 
windows on the rear of the primary structure with wood clad windows. Those 
windows have been installed.      


 
 3.  Project Description:   


The applicant, Quentin Bomgardner, has been doing improvements on The 
Chouse, located at 717 W Boyd, since he purchased it in April of 2013. He is 
now returning to the Historic District Commission for four more requests. First, 
he would like to replace the metal security door that accesses the courtyard 
from the kitchen on the rear of the structure with a more appropriate wood door. 
Secondly, he proposes to replace the existing dilapidated stockade fence 
located along the east side of the structure with a horizontal design wood fence 
similar to the fence approved for the Logan Apartments located directly across 
the street. Thirdly, he would like to replace five aluminum windows on the non-
original addition located on the northwest corner of the primary structure with 
wood clad one-over-one windows. And lastly, he wishes to remove the 
pavement and sidewalk located in the courtyard area outside the kitchen in   
side yard on the east side of the structure. 


 
B.   Analysis of Request: 


 
Request Item # 1 Replacement of Rear Door: 


 
The Historic Preservation Handbook addresses the issue in 3.5 Guidelines  
for Windows and Doors  with the following: 
 


.3 Preserve Original Doors. Retain and preserve original doors and door surrounds 
including frames, glazing, panels, sidelights, fanlights, surrounds, thresholds, and 
hardware. 


  
.5 Replacement Doors. Replacement doors and door surrounds shall be ap-
propriate to the style of the structure. Doors shall be relocated, enlarged, or 
introduced only when the alteration is appropriate to the style of the building. 


 
The applicant proposes a wood replacement door with a design that is more 
compatible with the gothic nature of the primary structure than the current non-
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original metal security door. This kitchen door faces the courtyard and is not 
easily visible until one enters the courtyard on the eastside of the structure. It is 
not visible from the front streetscape.  
 
Staff Recommendation: 
Given that the existing door is not the original door, the proposed door is 
appropriate to the style of the building, and that the location is not visible to the 
public view, the requested door’s material and design meet the Historic 
Preservation Guidelines. Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of 
Appropriateness request as submitted.  
 
Action Required:  Motion to approve or reject requested Certificate of 
Appropriateness for a wood replacement door on the rear of the structure as 
submitted. 
 


Request Item # 2 Replacement of 6-foot Side Yard Fence: 
 
The Historic Preservation Handbook addresses the issue in 2.5 Guidelines 
for Fences and Masonry Walls with the following: 
 


.5 Side Yard Fences. Side yard fences of up to 4 feet in height may be approved by 
Administrative Bypass. Side yard fences taller than 4 feet require a COA. Side yard 
fences taller than 6 feet are prohibited. See Glossary for definition of side yard. 


  
Fences over 4 feet in height in the side yard require review by the Historic 
District Commission in order to ensure that the fence will not impact the historic 
structure or district due to location, materials, design, and/or scale.  
 
The contemporary horizontal wood fence design that the applicant is proposing 
has been approved previously by the Commission for the Logan Apartments 
directly across the street from this house and is compatible with the structure 
and the neighborhood. As to the location, the Commission has made it clear by 
recent decisions at 506 S Lahoma and 642 S Lahoma, that 6-foot side yard 
fences on historic properties are often not appropriate. However, this property 
presents a unique set of circumstances.   
 
First it should be noted that the applicant is allowed under the ordinary 
maintenance and repair provision of the Historic Guideline to replace the fence 
“like with like” which would mean that a 6-foot wood stockade fence could 
replace the existing dilapidated fence. Secondly, this distinctive historic 
structure given its prominent location warrants careful review of the addition of 
modern day features such as a 6-foot wood fence that might overwhelm or 
detract from the unique architectural features of the property. Ideally, this 
property would not have a wood fence that disturbs the historic quality of the 
property. However, consideration should be given to the fact that this property is 
no longer a public use, but instead is primarily a single family residence. 
Consideration should also be given to the fact the structure faces a very busy 
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four lane street with a very active alley along the length of the east side of the 
structure (which contains the daily entrance to the living quarters of the 
structure). The active vehicle traffic on two sides of the structure impacts the 
property owner’s privacy, security and livability prompting him to address these 
issues. Other residents along Boyd Street have dealt with the impact of the 
Boyd Street by installing 6-foot wood fences along the side of the property that 
faces the street.  
 
Given that the applicant can retain a fence in its current location by replacement 
of “like with like” fence, staff finds that approval of the better quality wood fence 
instead to be a fair accommodation of a modern day feature that permits the 
occupant to address security, privacy and livability issues while decreasing the 
unsightliness of a dilapidated wood stockade fence.                                                                                                                
 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
Staffs finds the material and design of the fence meet the Guidelines and are 
compatible with the structure and the neighborhood. While the location of the 6-
foot fence does detract from the historic structure and may not fully meet the 
Guidelines, staff finds that the installation of a quality wood fence in the design 
proposed that will address security and privacy issues for a single family 
residence, to be a reasonable accommodation in this situation. Staff 
recommends approval of the fence as submitted. 
 
Action Required:  Motion to approve or reject requested Certificate of 
Appropriateness for a 6-foot side yard fence as submitted.  
 


Request Item # 3 Replacement of Windows on Non-Original Addition: 
 
The Historic Preservation Handbook addresses the issue in 3.5 Guidelines 
for Windows and Doors with the following: 
 


.8 Window Replacement by COA. A deteriorated window replacement, other than 
“like with like” as defined above requires a COA and shall conform to the 
following: 


• Shall have a wood exterior, unless replacing a metal casement window 
• Aluminum or vinyl cladding is not appropriate 
• Light patterns same as the original 
• Size and dimension the same as the original 
• Double-pane simulated divided lights with wood muntins on the exterior 


and interior and a shadow bar between the panes may be allowed for 
windows on the side or rear that are not visible from the street. 


 
Since the applicant’s request is not “like for like” window replacement but 
instead is a request for window replacement with a different material it is 
required by the Guidelines to come before the Historic District Commission for 
review. 
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The applicant is requesting the replacement of windows in a non-original 
addition to the structure. The applicant believes the current aluminum windows 
are probably from the 1980’s and he finds them unattractive. The applicant 
would like to upgrade the windows to wood clad and thinks that a one-over-one 
pane configuration similar to those found in the neighboring properties would be 
appropriate. The proposed window replacement will be more compatible with 
this historic structure and with the surrounding Historic District than the existing 
windows. 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
The applicant’s request to replace these non-original aluminum windows meets 
Section 3.5.8 of the Historic Preservation Handbook by having the following: 


• Being wood clad 
• Having a light pattern typical of the district 
• Being the same size and dimensions as the original window openings 
• Being one-over-one double pane windows  located on the rear of the 


structure and not visible from the street 
• The windows are replacing non-original aluminum windows  
• The windows are being replaced in a non-original addition 


 
Staff recommends approval of the applicant’s request to replace five windows 
as submitted.  
 
Action Required:  Motion to approve or reject as submitted the request for a 
Certificate of Appropriateness for the replacement of five windows in the non-
original addition as submitted.  
 


Request Item # 4 Removal of Private Sidewalk: 
 
The applicant also listed in his Certificate of Appropriateness request the removal of a 
private sidewalk located on the east side of the structure in the courtyard. The 
applicant does not plan to replace this sidewalk, but instead will install landscaping. 
The removal of sidewalks is not regulated by the Historic Preservation Guidelines. 
Therefore, no action is needed on this item. 


 







