
 
 

CITY COUNCIL CONFERENCE 
 
 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING CONFERENCE ROOM 
201 WEST GRAY, NORMAN, OK 

 
MAY 5, 2015 

 
5:00 P.M. 

 
 

1. DISCUSSION REGARDING THE FOLLOWING COMPONENT OF 
A CITIZENS’ QUALITY OF LIFE INITIATIVE ENTITLED 
“NORMAN FORWARD”: 
 

• CANADIAN RIVER PARK 
• PUBLIC ART COMPONENT FOR NORMAN FORWARD 

PROJECTS 
• COMMUNITY SURVEY 

 



 

 

 

 

 
CANADIAN RIVER PARK 



Date:  May 1, 2015 

 

 

To:  Steve Lewis, City Manager 

 

 

From:  Jud Foster, Director of Parks and Recreation 

 

 

Subject: NORMAN FORWARD Information 

 

 

 

 

Attached is information for the NORMAN FORWARD presentation scheduled 

for May 5, 2015, which will discuss a proposal for a river park project along the 

South Canadian River in southwest Norman.  The presentation was put together 

by the Canadian River Conservancy and will be presented by Mr. John Cougher, 

from their Board of Directors.  I have also attached three pages from the Parks 

and Recreation Master Plan that discuss the concept of developing a river park in 

this area, along with supplemental information from the Canadian River 

Conservancy. 

 

Also included in this packet is a memorandum discussing information regarding 

components and potential application of a public arts ordinance which would 

provide funding for NORMAN FORWARD art projects. 
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CANADIAN RIVER NATURE PARK 

A CIVIC AMENITY FOR THE CITIZENS OF NORMAN 



BENEFITS OF TRAILS AND NATURE PARKS 
•  MAKE COMMUNITIES BETTER PLACES TO LIVE BY PRESERVING 
    GREENWAYS AND CREATING OPEN SPACES 
 

•  ENCOURAGE PHYSICAL FITNESS AND HEALTHY LIFESTYLES BY 
    PROVIDING SAFE AND INEXPENSIVE OPPORTUNITIES FOR REGULAR 
    EXERCISE 
 

•  CREATE NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION 
 

•  STRENGTHEN LOCAL ECONOMIES BY SUPPORTING ECONOMIC 
    DEVELOPMENT AND PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ECONOMIC 
    RENEWAL AND GROWTH 
 

•  PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT BY PRESERVING IMPORTANT HABITATS 
    AND VITAL WILDLIFE CORRIDORS…IMPROVING AIR AND WATER 
    QUALITY…MAINTAINING BENEFICIAL FUNCTIONS OF FLOODPLAINS 
 

•  PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 
 

•  PRESERVE CULTURALLY AND HISTORICALLY VALUABLE AREAS 



NORMAN, OKLAHOMA 

A RIVER CITY WITHOUT A RIVER PARK... 



…BUT WITH A GREAT OPPORTUNITY… 

…JUST WAITING TO HAPPEN 



IDEAL GEOGRAPHY, SIZE AND LOCATION 



TREMENDOUS RIVER PARK POTENTIAL 



PARK DEVELOPMENT AND PROGRAMMING 
• PRAIRIE RIVER NATURE PARK THEME 
 

• PASSIVE USES…HIKING, BIKING, PICNICKING, 
   PHOTOGRAPHY, WILDLIFE OBSERVATION 
 

• NATURE, CULTURAL AND HISTORY CENTER 
 

• PAVILIONS, PICNIC TABLES, RESTROOMS, TRAIL 
   BENCHES, SHELTERS 
 

• WATER FEATURES, NATIVE PLANT GARDENS 
 

• PAVED WALKING AND BIKING TRAILS 
 

• SEMI-PRIMITIVE HIKING AND BIKING TRAILS 



             NATURE PARK DEVELOPMENT 
SEMI-PRIMITIVE TRAILS 

PAVED TRAILS 

NATURE CENTER 

PAVILIONS 

TRAILSIDE BENCHES  



PASSIVE PUBLIC USES 
PHOTOGRAPHY WILDLIFE OBSERVATION 

JOGGING BIKING 

WALKING 



   NATURE-CULTURAL-HISTORY CENTER  

   A LOCAL AND REGIONAL ATTRACTION  



                     PHASED DEVELOPMENT  

PHASE ONE: 
 

•  ENTRANCE – ROADS, BRIDGE AND PARKING LOTS 
 

•  TRAILHEAD FACILITIES – RESTROOMS, PICNIC TABLES, PAVILIONS 
 

•  TRAIL SYSTEM – PAVED AND PRIMITIVE TRAILS, BENCHES, SIGNAGE 
 

•   ENHANCEMENTS – WATER FEATURES, OBSERVATION DECKS 
 

PHASE TWO: 
 

•  NATURE-CULTURAL-HISTORY CENTER 
 

•  NATIVE PLANT AND FLOWER GARDENS 
 

•  OUTDOOR ENVIRONMENTAL  EDUCATION FACILITIES  



                     PHASE ONE BUDGET  
CANADIAN RIVER NATURE PARK 

PHASE ONE DEVELOPMENT BUDGET 

ITEM COST 
Landscape/Architectural/Trail Design  $             100,000.00  
Legal/Land/Title  $                20,000.00  
Engineering/Surveying  $                30,000.00  
East Entrance Road (400')  $             200,000.00  
Bridge  $             500,000.00  
East Parking Lot  $             100,000.00  
East Restrooms  $                80,000.00  
West Entrance Road (400')  $             200,000.00  
West Parking Lot  $                60,000.00  
West Restrooms  $                60,000.00  
Entrance Signs  $                20,000.00  
Fencing  $                40,000.00  
Security Lighting  $                20,000.00  
1 Mile 8-Foot Paved Trails  $             120,000.00  
3 Miles 6-Foot Improved Semi-Primitive Trails  $                90,000.00  
Footbridges  $                20,000.00  
Water Feature  $             200,000.00  
Landscaping  $                40,000.00  
Trailhead/Interpretive Signage  $                10,000.00  
Observation Decks  $                20,000.00  
Trail Benches  $                10,000.00  
Pavilions  $                40,000.00  
Picnic Tables  $                10,000.00  
Trash Dumpster/Receptacles  $                  5,000.00  
Total  $          1,995,000.00  



CITY OF NORMAN PLANNING DOCUMENTS 

 
• CANADIAN RIVER PARK PLAN – CIRCA 1985 
 

“The South Canadian River, west and south of Norman, Oklahoma is a great 
resource for recreation, wildlife preservation, and visual enjoyment.  The City 
of Norman has recognized the historic and natural features of the river, and 
feels there is a need to protect the variety of natural habitats, conditions and 
visual quality from the encroachment of the city.” 
 

• GREENWAY MASTER PLAN – 2009 (Canadian River Corridor) 
 

"Nature Trails would be a great opportunity for wildlife observation and 
scenic trails.  The opportunity for educational uses is an opportunity as well 
for groups of all ages to see the different types of environments located with 
the (Canadian River) Greenway.” 
 

• PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN – 2009 
 

“The Little River and Canadian River corridors should be preserved primarily 
as passive native preserves with trails that allow some access but that 
maintain the natural quality of the corridors.”                                                              



CANADIAN RIVER PARK PLAN – CIRCA 1985  

A CONCEPT WHOSE TIME HAS COME   



CONCEPTUAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN - 1985 



CANADIAN RIVER NATURE PARK 

LET’S NOT WAIT ANOTHER 30 YEARS 







Norman Map

Map produced using the City of Norman

Geographic Information System Website.

The data presented is intended for

general reference. The City of Norman 

assumes no liability for errors or 
omissions in the information presented.

GIS@ci.norman.ok.us

6/11/2010



 
Not-for-profit environmental conservation and education 
organization (LLC) with the mission to preserve and protect the 
natural environment and wildlife, historical significance, 
educational value, and recreational opportunities of the 
Canadian River in the Norman, Oklahoma area through real 
property and conservation easement acquisitions and the 
creation of public parklands, conservation areas, and 
educational facilities for the benefit of the citizens of Oklahoma. 
 

UNTAPPED POTENTIAL – Norman has not taken advantage of the recreational and economic 
opportunities that the Canadian River offers. 

 
PART OF PARK MASTER PLAN  – The 2009 Norman Parks and Recreation Master Plan states, "The Little 

River and Canadian River corridors should be preserved primarily as passive native preserves 
with trails that allow some access but that maintain the natural quality of the corridors."  Recent 
community surveys indicate strong support among Norman residents for implementing those 
plans.  

 
DESIRE FOR LEGAL ACCESS – Currently there is no legal public access to the Canadian River.  Citizens are 

not able to enjoy the natural beauty of the river without trespassing.  This has created a culture 
of destructive and illegal activities in this largely unregulated area: including discharging of 
firearms, setting off fireworks, underage drinking, dumping, trespassing, and off-road vehicles. 

 
GREEN SPACE – No better time to establish a significant river park and natural area in the City of 

Norman in order to preserve the valuable open spaces and riparian environment. 
 
IDEAL LOCATION – Non-developable floodplain area just west of the I-35 bridge is an ideal location for a 

river park:  sufficiently sized to offer quality hiking, biking and other passive outdoor 
recreational and educational opportunities.  Situated to allow for development of an associated 
educational center. 

 
LOCAL FAMILY LEGACY – Properties of interest are owned by Bob Moore Farms Group, LLC and Anthem 

Partnership, both of which are represented by Mr. Mark Moore, son of the late Bob Moore.  CRC 
has spoken with Mr. Moore has expressed interest in creation of a river park on the properties, 
including the idea of the park serving as a memorial to his late father and a legacy for the whole 
family. 

 
COMMUNITY SUPPORT – CRC has spoken with representatives of the Norman City Council, Norman 

Chamber of Commerce, Norman Economic Development Coalition, University of Oklahoma, 
Chickasaw Nation, The Nature Conservancy, Norman Area Land Conservancy and Foundation 
Management, Inc. to explore ideas and support for development of such a park.   

 
LEADERSHIP – CRC is well-positioned to serve as a lead organization in facilitating creation of the park 

while working in partnership other groups, to secure, through purchase and/or charitable 
donation, fee simple title and/or conservation easements covering the referenced properties for 
the purposes of developing a river park.     

 
FUTURE MANAGEMENT – Ultimate ownership and management structure as a City park or through a 

public/private arrangement similar to The Firehouse Art Center, Sooner Theater and the Depot, 
working with an existing entity such as Norman Area Land Conservancy. 



Board of Directors 
 

Charles Wesner – Former Chair, Oklahoma Chapter Sierra Club 

Priscilla Crawford – Conservation Specialist, Oklahoma Biological Survey 

John Cougher – Associate Director of Philanthropy, The Nature Conservancy 

Lyntha Wesner – Chair, Norman Area Land Conservancy 

Patrick Copeland – Architectural Planner, Patrick Copeland Consulting 

Marion Hutchison – Oklahoma Trails Advisory Board member, State of Oklahoma 

 

www.canadianriver.org 

 









PUBLIC ART 







COMMUNITY SURVEY 
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