
CITY COUNCIL OPEN HOUSE MEETING MINUTES 
 

October 7, 2008 
 
The City Council of the City of Norman, Cleveland County, State of Oklahoma, met in an open house meeting 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building Council Chambers on the 7th day of October, 2008, and notice and 
agenda of the meeting were posted at the Municipal Building at 201 West Gray, and the Norman Public Library 
at 225 North Webster 48 hours prior to the beginning of the meeting.  
 
  PRESENT:   Councilmembers Cubberley, Dillingham, 

Griffith, Kovach, Quinn, Mayor Rosenthal 
 

 ABSENT: Councilmembers Butler, Ezzell, and Thomp-
son 

 
DISCUSSION REGARDING THE FUTURE OF LIBRARY SERVICES.  
 
Mayor Rosenthal said a Special Election was held on May 13, 2008, to consider the construction of a new 
library in the downtown area and that election failed.  Since that time, Council and the Committee for a New 
Norman Library have worked to obtain voter feedback regarding reasons the new library did not pass.  She said 
the Partnership for Norman’s Progress paid to conduct a telephone survey of 1,000 registered Norman voters 
with an 81% response rate.  Highlights of the survey are as follows: 
 

• 88% believe libraries are important or extremely important to overall quality of life 
• 62% support or strongly support building new library facilities 
• 65% want to know the specific site of the new facilities 
• 48% feel that an improved and enlarged central downtown facility is important or extremely important 
• 32% see east and west side branches as important or extremely important 
• 29% say a North Base site to achieve more surface parking would be important or extremely important 
• 13% feel a parking garage is important or extremely important 

 
Mayor Rosenthal presented a proposed option to provide library services to the citizens of Norman.  She said 
one option would be to eliminate the parking garage and building a new main library on property recently 
purchased North of Acres Street along the Burlington Northern and Santa Fe railroad tracks (Rhodes Granary) 
with two smaller branches, one on the west side and one on the east side.  This location would also allow for the 
eventual continuation of Legacy Trail to Robinson Street and the extension of Front Street from Acres to 
Robinson Street at some time in the future. 
 
Ms. Anne Masters, Executive Director, Pioneer Library System, provided highlights of the Pioneer Library 
System’s services, population served, budget, and expanded hours of operation due to the millage increase 
approved by the voters on May 13, 2008.  Ms. Susan Gregory, Manager of the Norman Public Library, 
highlighted services provided at the Norman Public Library. 
 
A total of three open house meetings are scheduled during this week and comments received at each open house 
will be compiled and distributed to Council for further study. 
 
 Items submitted for the record 

1. Norman Public Library timeline from July,1962 to October, 2008 
2. Highlights of OU POLL on Norman Library Services 
3. Pioneer Library System and Norman Public Library, 2007-2008, statistics 

 
The meeting adjourned at 7:34 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________   ____________________________________ 
City Clerk       Mayor 


